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126 PHILLIP A. GRIFFITHS

o. Introduction.

a) In this paper we shall study some global properties of the periods of integrals
in an algebraic family of algebraic varieties. Although our results are mostly in (alge-
braic) geometry, the proofs are purely transcendental. In fact, we may roughly describe
our methods as giving various applications of the maximum principle to problems in
algebraic geometry. For the most part these methods have only succeeded in treating
the situation when the parameter space for the non-singular varieties is complete. While
the results should be true in general, it appears that new methods will be required to
handle the situation when singular varieties are permitted in our family. These questions
are discussed from time to time as they occur in the text below.

The paper divides naturally into two parts. The first treats linear problems and
is a study of the differential-geometric properties of the Hodge bundles as defined in § 2.
The use of the maximum principle here is similar to the classical Bochner method [3],
and is based on the rather remarkable structure equations and curvature properties of the
Hodge bundles. The second part deals with global properties of the period mapping [11],
and the methods are those of Ayperbolic complex analysis which, to paraphrase Chern [7],
is the philosophy that suitable curvature conditions on complex manifolds impose strong
restrictions on holomorphic mappings between these manifolds.

A more detailed introduction to the two parts of the paper will now be given.

b) We consider an algebraic family of algebraic varieties {V,},cs as defined in § 1.
For the time being we may think of the parameter space S as being a (generally non-
compact) algebraic curve. The algebraic varieties V; corresponding to the points s
at infinity in S may be thought of as the specializations of a generic V, having acquired
singularities.

If we replace V, by the cohomology groups H"(V,, C) and the various subspaces
H”9Y(V,)cH"(V,, C) (p+q¢=n), then we find that the algebraic family {V, },cs gives
rise to a whole collection of holomorphic vector bundles over S. We can abstract the
data of theses bundles and arrive at what we call a variation of Hodge structure (§ 2).

Now the bundles which turn up in a variation of Hodge structure have intrinsic
Hermitian differential geometries (§ 4), and we use more or less standard methods in
differential geometry to deduce results about the variation of Hodge structure which,
in case this variation of Hodge structure arises from a family of algebraic varieties, have
interpretations as theorems on invariant cycles and on holomorphic cross-sections of
families of intermediate Jacobians.

The only real twist is that the Hermitian vector bundles which appear generally
have indefinite Hermitian metrics. In such a situation, the maximum principle does not
usually apply. We are only able to push things through by using the so-called infini-
tesimal period relation [11] satisfied by periods of integrals and which is incorporated into
the definition of variation of Hodge structure. It is perhaps worth pointing out that
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PERIODS OF INTEGRALS ON ALGEBRAIC MANIFOLDS, III 127

the maximum principle is used to show that certain differential equations are satisfied,
rather than to show that a ¢ harmonic tensor > is zero as was the classical case [3].

In § 4 we give a review of Hermitian differential geometry and, in particular,
discuss the second fundamental form of a holomorphic vector bundle embedded in an
Hermitian vector bundle. The main differential geometric results on variation of Hodge
structure (Theorems (5.2) and (5.9)) are stated and discussed in § 5. The proofs of
these theorems are given in § 6 where we derive the structure equations for a variation
of Hodge structure. This section is the heart of Part I of the paper, and we have used
the Gartan method of moving frames ([6], [8]) to expose the structure equations (6.4)-(6.8),
(6.12), and (6.18) of a variation of Hodge structure. These equations are to me quite
remarkable and are much richer than one might have thought from just the classical
case when the V, are curves. For example, if {V,},cs forms an algebraic family of
algebraic surfaces with complete parameter space S and if y,eH,(V,,Z) is an invariant
2-cycle, then there is a non-negative function {(s) whose vanishing at seS is necessary
and sufficient that y, be the homology class of an algebraic curve on V,. It was a
pleasant surprise to me that ¢ turns out to be pluri-subharmonic on S. Even in case S
is not complete, ¢ should be bounded, but this depends on the local invariant cycle
conjecture (3.3).

In § 7 we give three applications of the results in section 5. The first of these
are some rigidity properties of variation of Hodge structures with complete base space
(Corollary (7.3) and (7.4)). These particular results were motivated by a question
of Grothendieck [17] and have appeared previously in the preprint [12] with the same
proof as given here. In this paper the rigidity theorems are given as consequences
of Theorem (7.1), which was also in § 8 of [12] but was poorly stated there. The
much better formulation given below is due to Deligne, whose paper [9] has several
points of contact with this one, which are discussed in § g below. The second
application is the positivity of certain bundles arising from a variation of Hodge structure
(Propositions (7.%7) and (7.15)). The third application is a Mordell-Weil type of
theorem for cross-sections of families of intermediate Jacobians (Theorem (7.19)).
Again this is a result purely about variation of Hodge structure but which is suggested
by algebraic geometry. In this case the motivation comes from the study of intermediate
cycles on algebraic varieties and the connection with Theorem (7.19) is explained in
Appendix A.

¢) Associated to any variation of Hodge structure, with parameter space S, there
is a period matrix domain D [11], which is a homogeneous complex manifold D=G[H of a
non-compact simple Lie group G divided by a compact subgroup H, together with a
denumerable subgroup I' of G and a holomorphic period mapping [11]:

(0.1) ®:S—-TI\D.

In fact, the giving of a variation of Hodge structure over S is equivalent to giving a
period mapping (o.1) satisfying an infinitesimal period relation which can be stated
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128 PHILLIP A. GRIFFITHS

purely in terms of D. These period matrix domains are discussed in § 8, and the
correspondence between variations of Hodge structure and period mappings is given
by Proposition (9.3). In many interesting cases, such as when the variation of Hodge
structure arises from an algebraic family of algebraic varieties, the monodromy group T'
is a discrete subgroup of G and consequently I'\D is a complex analytic variety. The
point of view we have taken in Part II is to apply hyperbolic complex analysis to study
the period mapping (o.1).

We are especially interested in the asymptotic behavior of the period mapping @
as we go to infinity in S. In case dimiS=1, a neighborhood of S at infinity is a
punctured disc A*, and the period mapping (0.1) may be localized at infinity and lifted
to the universal covering of A* to yield a holomorphic mapping:

®:H-D

from the upper half-plane H={z=x-1iy:y>0} to the period matrix domain D, and
which satisfies the equivariance condition:

®(z+1)=T-0(2)

where Tel' is the Picard-Lefschetz transformation associated to the local monodromy
around the origin in the punctured disc A*. In case dimpS>1, we can use Hironaka’s
resolution of singularities to have a similar localization at infinity given by a holomorphic
mapping:

(0.2) ®:Hx...xH->D

d
which satisfies:

O(zy, ooy 241, oo, 2) =T (24, -+, 29)

where the T,eG are commuting automorphisms of D.

To use metric methods for the study of the mapping (0.2), we introduce the
standard Poincaré metric dsf, on Hx...xH and the G-invariant metric dsj on D deduced
from the Cartan-Killing form on the Lie algebra of G. Now the metric dsj does not
have the (negative) curvature properties necessary to make hyperbolic complex analysis
work on an arbitrary holomorphic mapping (0.2). However, if we use the infinitesimal
period relation, then the necessary curvature conditions will be satisfied relative to the
mapping ®. Using this together with a formula of Chern [7], in § 10 we prove a
generalized Schwarz lemma (Theorem (10.1)) which says that the period mapping ®
is both distance and volume decreasing with respect to dsi and dsj, cf. [16].

The main geometric applications of the Schwarz lemma are Theorems (9.5)
and (9.6), both of whose proofs are given in § 11. The first of these is a sort of Riemann
extension theorem, and says that a period mapping @ : A*—>D from the punctured disc
to a period matrix domain D extends holomorphically across the origin. Our proof
makes essential use of an ingenious argument from [25] (Proposition (11.1)). The
second result is that the period mapping (0.2) is (essentially) a proper mapping, and
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PERIODS OF INTEGRALS ON ALGEBRAIC MANIFOLDS, III 129

consequently the closure of the image of @ is an analytic set containing ®(S) as the
complement of an analytic subvariety.

A third geometric theorem is Theorem (9.7), which says that the image ®(S)
is canonically a projective algebraic variety in case S is complete. Our final result
(Theorem (9.8)) in this section is a theorem about the global monodromy group I’
of a variation of Hodge structure with complete parameter space. The statements
that I" is completely reducible, and that I is finite if it is solvable, are simply adaptations
of similar results of Deligne [g] in the geometric case, which are discussed in § g
below. The characterization of the case when I' is a finite group was given in [12].

d) As mentioned above, Appendix A contains a result about algebraic cycles
and intermediate Jacobians varying in an algebraic family of algebraic varieties. In
Appendix B we give some examples. In Appendix G we discuss some conjectures
which should be true but which we are unable to prove. Finally, in Appendix D we
give an application of the results in § 9 to the global monodromy group of certain
(algebraic) Kg surfaces.

¢) This paper is a successor to [11]. However, our point of view has evolved
somewhat and perhaps a more appropriate general reference is the survey article [13],
which in particular discusses most of the results in this paper and takes up many related
problems and conjectures. Finally, this paper is essentially self-contained, except for § 10
where we use a formula from [7] and a result from [16] about the curvature of the metric
ds? discussed above.

It is my pleasure to thank the referee for many helpful suggestions and comments.

129
17



Part 1

DIFFERENTIAL-GEOMETRIC PROPERTIES
OF VARIATION OF HODGE STRUCTURE

1. Algebraic families of algebraic varieties.

By an algebraic family of algebraic varieties we shall mean that we are given connected
and smooth algebraic varieties X, S and a morphism f: XS such that

(i) f is smooth, proper, and connected, and

(if) There is a distinguished projective embedding X cPy.

Setting 'V, =f"(s) (seS) we may think of f:X-—S as the algebraic family
{V,}.es of smooth, complete, connected, and projective algebraic manifolds parametrized
by S.

The parameter space S is generally not complete, and we shall want to consider
smooth compactifications of the situation f:X-—S. Such a smooth compactification is
given by a diagram:

X cX
(r.x) l I
S csS
where X, S are smooth, complete, and projective algebraic varieties which contain X, S

respectively as Zariski open sets, and where X—X and S—S are each divisors with
normal crossings. 'Thus, for example, S—S is locally given by:

(x.2) Si...85=0

where s, ..., s, are part of a local holomorphic coordinate system on S. The divisors D,
given locally by s;=o0 in (1.2) will be called the irreducible branches of S—S. We then
have S=S—D where D=D,+...+D,, is the divisor with normal crossings. As
another example, if dim S=1 and if S—S is locally given by s=o, then f:X-S
will be given locally by:

(xr.3) AP afl=s

where #,, ..., x is part of a local holomorphic coordinate system on X.
Such smooth compactifications exist by the fundamental work of Hironaka [20].
We want now to say what it means to localize the situation (1.1) at infinity. Let
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PERIODS OF INTEGRALS ON ALGEBRAIC MANIFOLDS, III 131

S—S be given locally by (1.2) where s, ..., s, is a holomorphic coordinate system
on S. Denote by P the open polycylinder given by o<|5|<e (j=1, ...,d) and let
P*=PnS. Thus letting A be a disc in G and A* the corresponding punctured disc,
we have P~ (A)? and P*=(A*)*x(A)*~% Set Y=f"!(P) and Y=Y nX. Then the
localization of (1.1) at infinity is given by:

YcY
(x.4) Voo
PP c?P

We will generally refer to P* as a punctured polycylinder.

2. Variation of Hodge structure.

We shall linearize the situation (1.1). For this we now consider X, S as complex
manifolds and f: X—S as an analytic fibre space and topological fibre bundle. Fix
a base point s,eS and consider the action of the fundamental group =,(S) of S based
at s, on the cohomology H*(V, , C). If LeH?(V,, Q) is the cohomology class of the
hyperplane section relative to the given projective embedding X c Py, then L is invariant
under 7,(S). Thus for n<m=dim;V we may define the primitive cohomology P"(V, , C)
to be the kernel of:

L'+t H*"(V,,C) > H**"*%(V, ,C) (n=m—r).

Because of the Lefschetz decomposition [22]:

[n/2]
(2.1) H"(V,,, €)= @ L'P"~*(V,, 0),

=0
which is a m,(S)-invariant direct sum (over Q) decomposition of H"(V, , C), it will
suffice to consider the primitive cohomology.

Let E=P*(V,, C) and denote by E—S the complex vector bundle, with constant

transition functions, associated to the action of =;(S) on E. There is the usual flat,

holomorphic connection:
D : O4(E) — QL(E)

which one has on any such vector bundle associated to a representation of the fundamental
group. In fact we have a short exact sheaf sequence:

(2.2) 0 - (E) — 04(E) > QL(E)

where the sheaf €(E) of locally constant sections of E has the following interpretation:

Let R (C) be the usual Leray cohomology sheaf of f:X—S, which we recall is the
sheaf arising from the presheaf:

U-H"(f71(U), C)
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132 PHILLIP A. GRIFFITHS
where U runs through the family of all open sets in S, and define the Leray primitive
cohomology sheaf Py.(C) to be the kernel of:

L":RE~7(C) > REF"™3(C)  (n=m—7).

Then %(E) is just P7(C).

Now the fibre E; is the vector space P*(V,, C) and as such has the structure of
the primitive cohomology vector space of a Kihler manifold [g0]. Translating this
structure into data on the flat bundle E—S, what we find is the following [13]:

I) A flat conjugation erre (¢cE).

II) A flat, non-degenerate bilinear form
(2.3) Q:EGE~C, Qe ¢)=(—1)"Q(¢, ¢)
called the Hodge bilinear form; and

IIT) A filtration of E by holomorphic sub-bundles
(2.4) FcF'c...cF"~'cF"=E
called the Hodge filtration.

Remarks. — (i) The conjugation on E is induced from the usual conjugation on
H"(V,, C)=H"(V,, R)®C.

(ii) The bilinear form (2.3) is given by:
(2.3) Q (e, e’)=:|:fV L™= "¢’ (m=dimg V)
where ¢, ¢'eP"(V,, C) cH"(V,, C).

(iii) Letting P"~2¢(V,)=H""29V,)nP"(V,, C), we have for the fibre F? that:
(2.4) FI=P"%(V,)4...+P"29V)).

We will denote the data of a flat bundle E with I)-III) above by £=(E, D, Q, {F?}),
and as conditions on this data we have:

IV) The Hodge filtration (2.4) is isotropic, which means that:
(2.5) (F) = ot
where (F)'={¢cE: Q (¢, F)=0}.

V) The bilinear form (2.3) is real (i.e. Q=Q) and, if we let

Frm9t=FnF"1=FnF )L

then we have the Hodge decomposition, which is a G* direct sum decomposition:
(2.6) E= @OF"—G,Q (Fﬂ-q,q=Fq,n—q)_
q=
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PERIODS OF INTEGRALS ON ALGEBRAIC MANIFOLDS, III 133

VI) The Riemann-Hodge bilinear relations

(z.7) Q(F*~ 0, F*~"")=0 (7%7)
| (=i (=11 QE v, o) >o
are valid; and
VII) The infinitesimal period relation [11]
(2.8) D : O4(F?) — Qi(Ft1)

holds.

Definition. — We will call the data &=(E, D, Q, {F}) given by I)-III) and
satisfying the conditions IV)-VII) a variation of Hodge structure.

It is of course not necessary that a variation of Hodge structure come from an
algebraic family of algebraic varieties f:X—>S. In case &=(E, D, Q, {F}) does
arise from f: X —S, we will say that the variation of Hodge structure arises from a geometric
situation.

Remarks (2.9). — (i) Let &=(E, D, Q, {F?}) be a variation of Hodge structure.
Referring to (2.5), we have natural isomorphisms:

(2.10) (FUF1—Y) = Fr—9Fr— 171
which are isomorphisms of holomorphic vector bundles.
(ii) We may symbolically rewrite (2.8) as

(2.1x) QMD-F,F~ 7 ?)=o.

(iii) Referring again to the infinitesimal period relation (2.8), we see that the
connection D induces a linear bundle mapping of holomorphic bundles

(2.12) cq:Eq—>Eq+1®'i‘

where E?=F?/F?~*, The vector bundles E? will be called the Hodge bundles, a terminology
which we shall now try to justify. In case the variation of Hodge structure & arises
from a geometric situation f: X—S, the fibre E! is given by:

(2.13) E!=HV,, Q}7%, (s€S;¢=o0,1,...,n),
where HY(V,, Qy~9), is the kernel of the cup product:
L'+t HY(V,, Q77719 - HP YV, Qe+ (n=m—7)
when we consider L as a class in HY(V, Q} ). In other words, in the geometric situation
the fibre E! is just the primitive part of the Hodge cohomology space H"~2(V,).

(iv) Referring to remark (iii) just above, we shall give a homological interpretation
of the maps (2.12) in case & arises from a geometric situation f:X-—S. To do this
we recall the Kodaira-Spencer infinitesimal deformation class [24]

pcH!(V,, 0,)OT,  (5e8).
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134 PHILLIP A. GRIFFITHS

The pairing @y,®QF 7 - QF 1t gives:
(2-14) HY(V,, Oy,) ®H(V,, Q470) — HI*(V,, Qo701

Comparing (2.14) and (2.13) we see that cup product with the Kodaira-Spencer class
gives:

(2.15) o, : B2 > EIT1®T,.

From [11] it follows that p, in (2.15) is the same as o, in (2.12). Summarizing :
Proposition (2.16). — In case & arises from a geometric situation, the linear mapping o,

in (2.12) s the cup product with the Kodaira-Spencer class.

3. Remarks on the homology of algebraic fibre spaces.
a) Consider the situation (1.1) and let:

YcY
1l I7

PPcP

be a localization at infinity as discussed just preceding (1.4). Since P*=(A*)Fx(A)?~*
where A is a disc and A* is a punctured disc, the fundamental group =,(P*) is free abelian
and has as generators the paths around the deleted point in each of the factors A*. The
corresponding automorphisms of the cohomology H*(V, , C) are called Picard-Lefschetz
(P.-L.) transformations. In case k=1 we shall denote the P.-L. transformation on the
primitive cohomology by TeAut(P"(V, , C)).

b) Let f:X—S be an algebraic family of algebraic varieties as defined in § 1.
We consider the Leray cohomology sheaves R} (C), and we recall the Leray spectral
sequence {EP*7} which abuts to H*(X, C) and with E}?=H?(S, R%(C)). We will prove
the following result of Blanchard and Deligne (cf. [2] and Deligne’s paper in Publ.
LHE.S., vol. 35, pp. 107-126):

Proposition (3.1). — The above spectral sequence degenerates at the Eo-term. In particular
the restriction mapping

(3.2) H"(X, C) - H(S, R{(C)) »o

is surjective.

Proof. — The cohomology class L of the hyperplane section operates by cup
product on the terms E, (r22) of the spectral sequence and it commutes with the
differentials d,: E, - E, ;. Using this let us show that d,=o0, the argument for the
other d, (r=3) being similar. Because of the Lefschetz decomposition (2.1), which
in the present situation reads as:

R (C)=P!(C)®OLPI~%(C)®L2PL~4(C)®. . .,
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PERIODS OF INTEGRALS ON ALGEBRAIC MANIFOLDS, III 135

it will suffice to show that
d, : HP(S, P4 (C)) - HP*2(S, RIFTY(C))
is zero for ¢g<m=dim¢V,. Writing ¢=m—¢ and using that
LI+ RE7HC) > RpEHHH(C)
is an isomorphism [g0], we find a commutative diagram

H(S, P4(C)) > HPFS, Rp—4(C))

¥
Hp(S, R.;:"'HZ(C)) i) Hp+2(S, Rfr:+t+1(c))

Since the dotted vertical arrow is zero by the definition of the primitive cohomology
sheaf, we see that our desired d, is zero.

Remark. — Proposition (g.1) says that there is no fransgression in the cohomology
of algebraic fibre spaces. The result (3.2) was known classically in the following dual
formulation [26]:

Let yeH,(V,,, C) be a homology class on V_ invariant under the action of the
fundamental group =,;(S) on the homology of the fibres. (We will speak of y as an
invariant c¢ycle.) Then there exists a cycle Z(y)eH, (X, C) such that:

g(Y) : Vsn =Y

The cycle £ (y) is called the locus of v, and it is thought of intuitively as the locus of the
cycle v,eH,(V,, C) as s varies over S. Lefschetz’s proof that #(y) exists is really a
homological version of the proof of (3.1) given above.

We shall refer to (3.1) as the locus of an invariant ¢ycle theorem.

¢) There are two variants of the locus of an invariant cycle theorem (3.2). The
first is a somewhat interesting conjectural local result around an irreducible branch
of S—S (cf. § 8, 15 in [13] for further discussion).

Congecture (3.3) (local invariant cycle problem). — Let:

YcY
1] 7
PPc?P
be a localization of (1.1) around infinity as discussed in @) above, and let yeH"(V,, Q)
be a cohomology class invariant under =,(P*, s). Then there exists I'eH"(Y, Q)
with T|V, =v.
Remarks. — It is trivial that there exists I'eH"(Y, Q) with T'|V, =y, so the
conjecture has to do with the singular fibres of Y lying over P—P*. Thus far (3.3)
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136 PHILLIP A. GRIFFITHS

has proved surprisingly difficult to handle and, in particular, it does not seem to be a
topological result but will most likely require some sort of Hodge theory (§ 15 in [13]) (*).
The second variant is the following striking result of Deligne [9]:
Theorem (3.4) (Deligne). — Referring to (1.1), we have a commutative diagram

(3-5)
H(X)
)H“(v,g
&y

where the arrows are all restriction mappings of cohomology, and the image of r is equal to the image
of 7 in (3.5).

Remark. — This result is a global version of (3.3).

d) Let f:X—>S be an algebraic family of algebraic varieties and &=(E,D,Q, {F%})
the resulting variation of Hodge structure (§ 2). We shall use (3.2) and (3.5) to deduce
results about &, which will then later in § 7 be proved to hold for an arbitrary variation
of Hodge structure which has a complete base space. It should be possible to prove
the results of § 7 with no such assumptions, and this matter is taken up in Appendix C.

The following are given in [g] by Deligne as consequences of (3.5):

(3.6) Let ¢eH’(S, R} (C)) be an invariant, locally constant cohomology class. Then
the same is true of the Hodge (p, q) components of ¢ (p+q=n).

Proof. — This is clear since we have:

H"(X, C) - H°(S, R?(C)) > o
and X is a Kihler manifold.

(3.7) Let I3=P"(V,, Q)" be the invariant part of the primitive cohomology
PY(V,,, Q) under the monodromy group T'. Then there is an orthogonal direct sum decomposition

(3-8) P(V,,, Q)= 13O Eq.

Proof. — This follows from (3.6) and the properties of the Hodge inner product.
From (3.%), Deligne has deduced:

(3-9) The action of the monodromy group T' on P"(V,, Q) is completely reducible.
Furthermore, if T' is solvable, then it is a finite group.

4. Remarks on Hermitian differential geometry.
a) Connections in Hermitian vector bundles. — Let H—S be a holomorphic vector

1 d
bundle an Dy : A(H) > Al(H)

(Y) Added in proof. — This conjecture has now been proved for n = 2 by Katz, and then in the general
case by Deligne, using his theory of mixed Hodge structure [g].
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a C® connection. Then there is a decomposition
Dy =D+ Dy
of Dy into types (1, 0) and (o, 1), and Dy is said to be compatible with the complex structure
if Dg=2. Suppose that H has an Hermitian metric
(,): HOH—>GC, (g ¢)=(¢, ¢).
We do not require that (, ) be positive definite, but it should of course be non-singular.
Lemma (4.x). — There is a unique connection Dy such that

(1) the Hermitian metric ( , ) is flat, and
(ii) Dy us compatible with the complex structure.

Proof. — Let ¢y, ..., ¢, be a local holomorphic frame for H and let 4,,=(e,, ¢,)

r
2 6%, is given
1

= a
g = e

denote the Hermitian metric. Then the required connection Dg(e,)

by 6=~A"'0h where 0=(03), h=(h,,) are the connection and metric matrices
respectively.

Now we consider a holomorphic vector bundle H—S having a connection Dy
which is compatible with the complex structure. Let KcH be a holomorphic sub-
bundle with quotient bundle L, so that we have an exact sequence

(4-2) 0->K—-H->L-o.

The connection Dy induces, in the obvious way, a mapping
(4-3) b: AK) - AY(L)

which is linear over the C® functions and is called the second fundamental form of K in H.
Lemma (4.3). — The second fundamental form of K in H is of type (1,0), so that
beA’(Hom(K, L)).
Proof. — Given e€K,, choose a G section f of K with f(s)=e. Then by
definition b(e¢) is the projection on L of (Dg f)(s,). Since we may choose f to be holo-
morphic and since Dy =9, we have Dj f=0 so that b(e) is of type (1, 0) as desired.

Suppose now that H-—S is a holomorphic Hermitian vector bundle with
holomorphic sub-bundle K as in (4.2). Assume that the Hermitian metric (, ) is
non-singular when restricted to K. Then there is induced a C® splitting of (4.2)
by considering L as being {ecH : (¢, K)=o0}, and so:

(4-4) Dy =Dg—b
induces a connection in H.
Lemma (4.5). — Dg=Dg—0b in (4.4) is the metric connection in K.
Proof. — By lemma (4.3), Dy =2. For ¢, ¢ecA’(K):
d(e, ¢')=(Dge, ')+ (¢, Dge’)=(Dge, ¢') + (e, Dge’)
since L =(K)! asa C® sub-bundle of H. Q.E.D.
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Similarly the connection Dy, the holomorphic projection H - L — o, and the C®

injection o - L % H induce a connection D, in L by
(4.6) Dy (f)=moDgei(f).

Lemma (4.7). — The connection Dy, in (4.6) is the metric connection in L,
The proof is analogous to the proof of (4.5).

b) Curvature in Hermitian vector bundles. — Given a connection Dy : A°(H) — Al(H),
the curvature ®y is defined by

(4.8) Oq-e=(Dy)*-e  (ecA’(H)).

In case Dy is the metric connection for an Hermitian metric, @ is of type (1, 1) and
satisfies the symmetry
(Oge, €'Y+ (e, Oge’)=0 (e, ¢'eH).

For us, the main use of the curvature is as it appears in the following:
Lemma (4.9). — Let ¢ and ¢’ be two local holomorphic sections of H—S and § =(o, ¢')
the inner product. Then

(4.10) 98¢ =(Dyo, Do )—(Og- 9, ¢).

Proof. — 090y =—203(p, 9')=—2(Dygop, ¢’) (by Lemma (4.1) and since ¢’
is holomorphic)=—(DygDye, ¢')+ (D¢, Dy¢’) (by Lemma (4.1) again). Now
Dy Dyo=(Dy Dy +DyDg)e (since ¢ is holomorphic)=0y-¢ (by (4.8)). Q.E.D.

If ¢ is a holomorphic section of H—S, then we may write locally:

(D, Dye)=Zg, 3 d5'n 5’

(4.11) o
—(Ong, 9)=2h; jds'A d5’
%)
where g=(g; ;) and h=(k; ;) are Hermitian matrices and s’, ..., s are local holomor-
phic coordinateson S. From (4.10) and the maximum principle for plurisubharmonic functions
[19], we have
Lemma (4.12). — Let ¢ be a holomorphic section of H—S such that

(i) the length $={(¢, @) ts bounded on S, and
(ii) the Hermitian matrices g and h in (4.11) are everywhere positive semi-definite.
Then ¢ s constant and we have (Dyo, Dyo)=0=(0gzo, ¢).

Now let H—S be a holomorphic vector bundle with an Hermitian metric and
metric connection Dy. Suppose that KcH is a holomorphic sub-bundle such that the
restriction of the metric on H to K is non-singular. Then we are in the situation of
Lemmas (4.5) and (4.7%).

Lemma (4.13). — The curvature of the metric connection in K is given by
(Oke, &) =(Oge, ¢')—(be, be’) (e, ¢’ €K, ).

138



PERIODS OF INTEGRALS ON ALGEBRAIC MANIFOLDS, III 139

Proof. — Choose holomorphic sections f;, ' of K such that f(s))=e¢, f'(s))=¢".
Then by (4.10) applied to H we have:

(Ouf; f)=(Dusf, Duf)—29(f, )
((Dx +08).f; (Dx+8) f)—22(f, f')
(Di.fs Digf")+ (8, ) =22 (£, f)
(Ox f, f')+ (8, &f"),
where we have used Lemma (4.5) in the second step, the equation:
(Dk f, o) =0 =(4f, Dx f)

in the third step, and (4.10) applied to the bundle K in the last step. Q.E.D.
To give the curvature in L, we use the conjugate linear isomorphisms:

I

I

I

K=K

L~L
induced by the Hermitian metrics to define
ce A% (Hom(L, K))
as the image of the second fundamental form & under the isomorphism

ALYKOL)~ A" (K®L).
Lemma (4.14). — The metric curvature in L is given by:

OLf f)=@uf, )+ (s of)  (f feL=(K)D).

5. Statement of main differential-geometric properties of the Hodge bundles.

The results stated in this section will be proved in § 6 below.

Let £=(E,D, Q, {F%}) be a variation of Hodge structure as defined in § 2.
Using the Hodge bilinear form Q, we have an Hermitian metric ( , ) in E given by

(5-1) (6, ¢)=(—1)"Q(e;¢) (e, ¢’ cE).

This Hermitian metric induces non-singular Hermitian metrics in the holomorphic
sub-bundles F? of E, and (—1)?77'(, ) subsequently induces a positive-definite Hermitian
metric in the Hodge bundle E!=F!/F~1,

Referring to (2.12), we have linear bundle maps o¢,:E?— E*'®T and
fo,_4: E!— E'®T induced by the flat holomorphic connection D.

Theorem (5.2) (Curvature of Hodge bundles). — The curvature of the metric connection D gq
is given by :

(Opae, €)= (0,6, 6,6')—(‘0,_s¢,'c,_1¢') (e, ¢'€EY)

where we agree that o_,=o0=o,.
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Remark. — If we choose local frames for all of the Hodge bundles E? then
Theorem (5.2) gives for the curvature matrix that
(5-3) O =A,AA—B,A'B,,
where A, B, are matrices of (1, 0) forms with By=o0, A,=o.
Remark. — From (2.10) we have isomorphisms
(5-4) E‘~E"¢,

From (5.1) it follows that the isomorphisms in (5.4) are all isometries. Using the
isomorphism o . o o
E'‘QEM QT E' 1 1QEWQ®T,
we see that o, corresponds to o, _, ,, and so

®Eq=(°'q’ Gq)_(‘cq—l’ ‘64—1)2—‘8\15"'?3

which is the correct relation between the curvature of an Hermitian vector bundle and
the curvature of its dual.

Our second main application of the structure equations of variation of Hodge
structure is

Proposition (5.5). — Let ® be a holomorphic section of ¥ over an open set UcS and
assume that the projection of D® in E[F?is zero. Then @ induces a section ¢ of E /F"‘igf‘"‘q“,
and the differential forms
(5.6) (—1)""*(Dgn-g+1¢, Din-g419)
' (—1)" " (Opn-0419, 9)
are positive, in the sense that the Hermitian matrices defined as in (4.11) are positive (semi-
definite).

Corollary (5.7). — Let @ and ¢ be as in Proposition (5.5) above and assume that

(i) U is all of S, and

(i1) the length of the section ¢ of E!CE[F?~1 is bounded.

Then Dgge-19 =0=Dgo.

This Proposition and Corollary will be proved together in § 6 below.

Proposition (5.8). — Let ¢ be a holomorphic section of EXCE[F'~* over an open set U CS,
and assume that Dgge-19=0. Then there exists a unique section V' of F* satisfying

(i) D¥=o;

(i) ¥ projects onto ¢; and

(iii) the inner product (¥,F?~')=o.

Combining (5.7) and (5.8) we find:

Theorem (5.9) (T heorem on global sections of Hodge bundles). — Let ® be a holomorphic
section of ¥'—S such that

a) the projection of D® in E[F! is zero, and

b) the length of the induced section ¢ of E!=F![F'~1 is bounded.
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Then there exists a section ¥ of F! satisfying
(i) D¥=o;

(if) ¥—® is a section of F*~*; and

(iil) the inner product (¥,F!~!)=o.

6. Structure equations for variation of Hodge structure.

We want to prove (5.2) and (5.5)-(5.8). Our method of proof is to use the
calculus of frames [6], [8], where by definition a frame is a G* basis, over an open set,
of the vector bundle in question.

Given a variation of Hodge structure &=(E, D, Q, {F’}), we shall consider
unitary frames adapted to the Hodge filtration (2.4). By definition this is a frame

(6.1) €hs ey G byt v o os Ghd oo s b a1 s e by

where %, =dim F! and where the following conditions are satisfied:

(i) referring to the Hermitian inner product (5.1) we have

(6.2) (6, &) =(—1)T718F  (h,_y<i, j<h)

i Y —1=

and all other inner products are zero;
(ii) the vectors

€15« -5 6y

give a basis for F? for all points seS where the frame is defined; and
(iii) under the conjugate linear isomorphism

E/2E" ¢
given by (5.4) and the metric (5.1), we have
(6.3) th_1+j=ehn_q_1+j (1S5S hy—hy_)-
Remarks. — We first observe that (6.2) and (6.3) are compatible:

(—1)1718= (€n,_y+is ehq_1+j) =(—=1)"Q(e,_,+i> th_1+j)

=(—1)"(—1)"Q&,_,_y+i> by, +)=(—1)"(—1)" 7171,

Secondly, I should like to comment that the alternation of signs in (6.2) is of extreme
importance — it is this plus the infinitesimal bilinear relation (2.8) which makes everything
go through.

The flat holomorphic connection D, which by Lemma (4. 1) is the metric connection

for the metric (5.1) in E, is given by
hn
(6‘4) Dei= 210‘13
j=

1 Y5
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where the differential 1-forms 6] satisfy the integrability condition

hn

(6.5) doj+ 2 (6,7 6)) =o.

From (6.2) and the flatness of the metric we find

6.6)  Grrtii(—rtUEetim0 (1KiSh—hy 5 1<i<h—h ).

hg_1+i hp_1+4 =12
From (6.3) we have
Ahp_ 1+ (PN ST X
(6.7) Orgmsri =(—1) 7T e

As remarked below (6.3), it is unfortunately the case that the signs are quite
important and so must be kept track of carefully.
The infinitesimal period relation (2.8) gives

(6.8) Ol =0 for p>g+1, 1<j<h—h_y, k>o.

At this point we have used all of the information in I)-VII) of § 2.
From Lemmas (4.3) and (4.5) we have
Lemma (6.9). — The second fundamental form of ¥? in E is given by
= ie®e, i =o0;
(6.10) b,= 1§§§hq 0]¢,®¢, 6 =o;
hg+1<i<hn

and the metric connection in ¥? is given by

1<i<h,.

175

hq
(6.11) Dqui=.2164'e
i=
Using the Cartan structure equation [6], the curvature of the metric connection in F¢
is given by
. hq . . .
(@Fq)}=d6;+k§1(6;AOjf) (1<, j<h,).

From (6.5) and (6.8) we obtain
i Pt ho+k ..
(6.12) (Ope)j=— ,El Onxn0 ) (14, < hy).

We shall now prove Proposition (5.5) by proving the following three lemmas.

Lemma (6.13). — Let § be a vector in ¥ such that % projects to zero in F1>F1=1 0,
Then the differential form

(—1)"O- &, ¢)
is positive in the sense of Proposition (5.5).
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Proof. — Writing 5—" —Zh] lcp 4, ,+1 we have from (6.12) that
(O, 5)21.’]2 ehq+lxj_J 92“+1'L(ehq 1+ é;.q 1+k)<Pj<El
=(=)"( Z 0 Lt e'e)
=(—0"(ZZ608)A (B0158))  (by (6.6))
= (=)' T

where ¢k=2625jlii<}i is of type (1,0) (by (6.10)). This proves the Lemma.
Lemma (6.14). — Let ¢ be as in Lemma (6.13) and assume that Die¢ projects to zero
in FIsFi=1 50, Then the differential form
(—1)*" (D%, Dze9)
s positive. hg—hg-1 ' .
Progf. — By assumption Dy = _21 LPhq"l“é;.q_lH where §'=*" is of type (1, 0).
Then ”

(=)' (Dfu, D) = T (¢ A J T
as required. 1
Lemma (6.15). — Let V' be a holomorphic section of ¥ such that DY projects to zero
in E[F?. Denote by { the section of E[FP~" induced by ¥, and let { be the holomorphic section
of F1=r+1 which corresponds to & under the isomorphism E[FP~1=F"—7+1  Then Dgnopirds
projects to zero in Fr—P 1L Fr—r o,
Progf. — What we must prove is that Dggs-1¢ projects to zero in E/F*~!'—E/F’—o.

hp
Now ¥'= Eiqzjej and by assumption we have
i=

hp
(6.16) §:¢ehﬁ+" o (1<k<hy—h).

hy—hyp
The section ¢ of'E/Fp‘1 is Z lq)”i’ 1“ Yy and the Lemma follows from (6.8), (4.7)
and (6.16).

It is clear that Proposition (5.5) follows from Lemmas (6.13), (6.14) and (6.15).
We now prove Corollary (5.7%).

We use the notation of Proposition (5.5) and Corollary (5.7). From Lemma (4.12)
it follows that the length (¢, ¢) of ¢ is constant and (Dgge-19, Dgge-1¢)=0. By
Lemma (6.15) we have that the projection of Dgge-19 on E/F? is zero, from which it
follows that Dgge-19=o0. It now follows from the exact sequence:

0—~E!-E/F'~!'5E/Fl—+o
and Lemma (4.5) that Dgee=o0. This proves the Corollary.
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We now prove Proposition (5.8). We may assume that ¢ is a unit vector, i.e. that
the length (¢, ¢)=(—1)?"?, and may then take:

P=th,_,+1
h'l
in our frames (6.1). From (6.4) and Lemma (4.7), we have 2% 6] . =0
which gives: J=hg-att
(6.17) 9,’,'4_1_,_1:0 for j>h, ;+1.
Differentiating (6.17) and using (6.5) gives:
hn
hg_y+1 ho_y+1 o
0=_dehg_;+1=j§1(ej“ AB 1)
o1+l ni
=2 OG0 (by (6.17))
T T
= j§1 th:2+j/\0h‘;:2+j) (by (6.8) and (6.6)).
Since 6::::: is of type (1, 0), we must have:
Gt j=0=0701 for j=1, ..., h_s—h_,.
This gives De,,q_1 +1=0, from which Proposition (5.8) follows.
We now prove Theorem (5.2). Taking the frame:
Oy y+15 -+ 02 b,
in E% we see from Lemmas (4.5) and (4.7) that:
et
Dquhq_1+j: i§1 th::ﬂei.
From the Cartan structure equation:
hy_1+i hy_1+i By 1+1i by 1+ K
(®Eq)h;_i+,~ = deh:_;+j + % (ehz__i+ k Aeh:__1+ i)
and from (6.5), (6.6), (6.8) it follows that:
hg_1=h hge1—h
hgrti G hpat i mheatiy TSy L ohoAm whodm
(6.18) (®E‘1)h2_i+j=— l§1 (ehg_:+IAehZ_;+:) + "EI (eh:_l':j/\eh:_1+i)'

Now Theorem (5.2) follows from (6.18) and the equation
hge1—h

O'q(ehq_l+j) = m§1

q
h,+m

0l i +mo
g-17J g

which says that ¢, given by (2.12) is just the second fundamental form of E? in E/F?~%,
Finally, we shall prove a Lemma for use in the proof of Theorem (7.19) below.
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Lemma (6.19). — Assume that S is complete and let o be a global holomorphic section
of E[F*~1 such that

(i) ¢ projects to zero in E[F'~* - E[F%, and

(ii) the projection of Do to E[F? is zero (this makes sense since D-0Oy(F'~1) cQL(F9)).

Then there exists a constant section © of E such that

a) ® projects to ¢ in E-~E[F1~! and

b) the inner product (®,F'~!)=o.

Proof. — Referring to Theorem (5.2), we have:
(6.20) (Oge9, ‘P)=—(l°'q—1‘<P; 'Gq—l'cp)

when we consider ¢ as a holomorphic section of E? (by (i)) and when we use ¢,-¢ =0
(by (ii)). From (6.20) and Lemma (4.12) we have Dg-9=o0. It follows that
Dgge-19 =0 and then our result follows from Proposition (5.8).

7. Applications.

a) Invariant cycle and rigidity theorems.

Theorem (7.x) (Invariant cycle theorem). — Let &=(E, D, Q, {F}) be a variation
of Hodge structure and assume that

(i) S is complete, or

(i) the Picard-Lefschetz transformations around the irreducible branches of S—S are
trivial.

Let @ be a flat section of E—S. Then the Hodge (p, q) components of ® are flat sections
of E.

Proof. — We shall prove in § 11 below that, with the assumption (ii) above, the
variation of Hodge structure & and section ® of E both extend to S. Thus we may
assume that S is complete.

Referring to the theorem (5.9) on global sections of Hodge bundles, we may
find a section ¥, of E satisfying DV, =o, the projection of ®—¥, in E/F"~! is zero,
and the inner product (¥,,F""')=o. Writing ®=0,_,+Y¥,, we may apply the
same reasoning to find a flat section ¥, _, of F*~! such that (¥,_,, F*"?)=o0 and
o=, ,+Y,_;+Y, where ®,_,is a flat section of F*~2 Continuing in this way we
find our theorem.

Remarks. — (i) In [12] we gave the above proof of Theorem (7.1) but formulated
the result in a clumsy way. The above formulation was given by Deligne [g], who,
as remarked in § g, has proved

Theorem (77.2) (Deligne). — With no assumptions on S but with the assumption that &
arises from a geometric situation, the same conclusion as in Theorem (7.1) s valid.

In fact Theorem (7.2) follows immediately from Deligne’s result (3.5).

(if) Of course, we would conjecture that (7.1) is true with no assumptions on S.
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Corollary (77.3). — With the notations and assumptions of Theorem (7.1), we suppose
Surther that n=2m is even and that ® is a flat section of E—S which is of type (m, m) at one
point (i.e. the Hodge components ®"%=o for (p, q)%(m, m)). Then ® is everywhere of
type (m, m).

Remark. — In [18] Grothendieck, as a (non-trivial) consequence of the Tate
conjectures, was led to suggest that, if f:X-—>S is an algebraic family of algebraic
varieties and ® a section in H(S, R}"Q ) which is an algebraic cycle at one point s,€S,
then ®(s)eH™(V,, Q) is everywhere an algebraic cycle. It was this problem which
initially started me looking into sections of Hodge bundles.

Corollary (7.4). — Let & and & be two variations of Hodge structure which satisfy the
assumptions of Theorem (7.1). Suppose there is a linear isomorphism o :E, —E; (s5,€S)
which 1s equivariant with respect to the action of w,(S) on E, and E, , and which commutes with
the Hodge decompositions of E, and E,. Then there is a global isomorphism & =& of the
variations of Hodge structure which induces o at s,€S.

Proof. — Because of =,(S)-equivariance, we may consider ¢ as a global flat section
of E®E'. Also o is of type (n, n) at s, since it commutes with Hodge decompositions.
The result now follows from (7.3).

Remark. — This corollary, which should be thought of as a rigidity theorem, was
proved for n=1 by Grothendieck [17] in the geometric case and by Borel-
R. Narasimhan [5] in the general case. Because of Deligne’s theorem (7.2), the corollary
is true in general when & and & both arise from geometric situations.

We can formulate an analogous result about homomorphisms (and not just
isomorphisms) between variations of Hodge structure. As we see no applications for
such, we shall not discuss the matter further.

b) Negative bundles and variation of Hodge structure. — Let H—S be a holomorphic
vector bundle. We say that H is negative (semi-definite) if there exists a (positive-definite)
Hermitian metric (, ) in H whose metric curvature Oy (cf. Lemma (4.1)) has the
property that the differential forms:

(7-5) (Oge, e):?]jhi, dsia ds? (hij=l—zj, B

are negative in the sense that the Hermitian matrix (k; ;) is negative. Observe that H
is negative if the matrix of the metric curvature has a local expression:

(7.6) Og=—AArA

where A is a matrix of (1, 0) forms. From theorem (5.2) we have

Proposition (7.7). — Let &=(E, D, Q, {F*}) be a variation of Hodge structure. ~Then
the Hodge bundle E" is negative.

We say that a locally free coherent analytic sheaf is negative if this is true of the
corresponding holomorphic vector bundle.
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Corollary (77.8). — Let f:X—>S be an algebraic family of algebraic varieties. Then
the direct image sheaf R (Cx) is negative. More generally, if q is the least integer with
H"Y(V,, QY,)*o0, then the direct image sheaf R} ~9(Q%) is negative.

Recall that a cokomology class weH™(X, R) is negative if we have

(7-9) [,0<0

for all compact k-dimensional algebraic subvarieties Z of S.

Corollary (77.10). — The Chern monomials ¢, =g, ...c, of the Hodge bundle E"—S
are negative. In particular the 1% Chern class ¢, (R}, (0x)) is negative (semi-definite), and we
Sfurthermore have

(7.11) Jsa® (@) <o

in case S is a complete curve, n=1 or 2, and & is not trivial.

Proof. — It is well known that the Chern classes of a holomorphic vector bundle
H—S can be computed from the curvature ®g of a metric connexion. In particular,
if (7.6) holds, then it follows that locally

?

(7.12) a=(Z) " (Eorw)

where |I|=1,+...+7 is the degree of ¢; and ¥, are (|I|, o) forms. The first two
statements of (7.10) follow from (7.12), and (7.11) follows the fact (cf. Theorem (5.2))
that, for =1 or 2:
ey ( ;:(0}()) =0 = 0,_1=0.

To give our final application of Theorem (5.2), we define the canonical bundle K(&)
of the variation of Hodge structure &=(E, D, Q ,{F‘}) by:
(7-13) K(&)=(det E°)"® (det E)"~'®...® (det E*~1).
The first Chern class of the line bundle K(&) is given by the differential form —l—(m(é”))
where 2
(7-14) o(&)=n(Trace Og)+ (n—1)(Trace Op)+ ...+ Trace Ogn-1.

Proposition (7.x5). — For a tangent vector v to S, we have { », AN )=>0 with equality if,
and only if, o, (n)=o0 for g=o,...,n—1I.

Proof. — This follows by direct computation from the formula

n—1

(o, nAy= X |oy(n)
which results from (7.14) and Theorem (5.2).
c) A Mordell-Weil theorem for intermediate Jacobians. — Let &=(E, D, Q,{F%}) be

a variation of Hodge structure where we assume that n=2m+1 is odd. Then
(7.16) E=F'0F", F'nF'=o.
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We let Ep={¢cE:e=¢} be the set of real points in E and assume given a flat lattice
AcEg. Equivalently, we are given a m,(S)-invariant lattice A, in (Eg),. Letting
E, =E/F* and J=E, /A, we obtain an analytic fibre space =: J—S, = !(s)=],
of complex tori J,=F™\E,/A, which we shall call the family of intermediate Jacobians
associated to & and A. We note that the tori J; are abelian varieties if m=o0, but not
(in general) otherwise.

Let J—S be a family of intermediate Jacobians as above and ¢ the sheaf of
holomorphic sections of this fibre space of complex tori. There is an obvious exact
sequence

(7.17) 0—>%(A)>0O4(E,) > —o0

where #(A) is the (locally-constant) sheaf of sections of the lattice A over S. From (7.17%)
and the relations
D%(A)=o
D- O3(F") c Qg(F"*7),
we obtain a sheaf mapping
(7.18) Dy: 7 — Q§(E[F"tY),

The algebro-geometric significance of (7.18) will be discussed in Appendix A below
(cf. Theorem (A.8)). We denote by #om(S, J) the sub-sheaf of sections ve# which
satisfy Dyv=o0, and shall refer to sections in #om(S, J) as being integrable. In the
abelian variety case (m=o0), all holomorphic sections are integrable.

Suppose now that S is complete. Referring to Theorem (7.1) we see that:

H(S, ¢(E))=H(S, ¢(F"))®H’(S, ¢(F"))
and it follows that:
H°(S, €(F™)\H'(S, ¥(E)) /H’(S, €(A))=](&)

is a complex torus which we call the trace or fixed part of J—S (cf. Proposition (A.7)
and the succeeding remark for an algebro-geometric interpretation of this fixed part).

Theorem (7.19) (Mordell-Weil for families of intermediate Jacobians). — Let J—S
be a family of intermediate [acobians associated to a variation of Hodge structure & and lattice A
over a complete base space S. Then the group Hom(S, J)=H’(S, #om(S, J)) of global,
integrable cross-sections of J—S s an extension of the fixed part J(&) by a finitely generated
abelian group.

Remark. — The integrability condition D;v=o0 will be satisfied for any cross-
section v of J—S “ which arises from algebraic cycles in case J—S comes from a
geometric situation > where we refer to Appendix A for an explanation of the phrase
in quotation marks (cf. Theorem (A.8)).

Proof. — From the exact cohomology sequence of (7.17) we have:

0 - - Hom(S, J) — HI(S, €(A))
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where £ is the vector space of holomorphic sections ¢ of E,_ which satisfy DeeQf(F™t).
Since H(S, €(A)) is finitely generated, our theorem follows from Lemma (6.19) in the
same way that Theorem (7.1) followed from (5.9).

Remark. — The extension of this theorem to arbitrary base S is discussed in
Appendix C (cf. (G.3)). In particular Theorem (C.12) in this appendix gives such an
extension to arbitrary base in case n=1, which is just the usual Mordell-Weil theorem
(over function fields).
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Part I1

DIFFERENTIAL-GEOMETRIC PROPERTIES
OF THE PERIOD MAPPING

8. Classifying spaces for Hodge structures.

Let E be a complex vector space and
o<h<h<...<h, <h,=dimE
an increasing sequence of integers which is self-dual in the sense that

by g y=h—h, for o<g<n.

We also assume given a non-singular bilinear form
Q:EQE—>C, Q(ee)=(—1)"Q(,e),

and consider the set D of all filtrations
F'cF'c...cF"'cF'=E, dimF/ =4,

which satisfy the first Riemann bilinear relation

(FO)L=F"-7-1  or equivalently

Q(F, Fr—1=Y)=o.

We will say that such filtrations are isotropic or self-dual.

(8.1)

Proposition (8.2). — D is, in a natural way, a projective and smooth complete algebraic

variety which is a homogencous space .
D=G/B

of a complex simple Lie group G divided by a parabolic subgroup B.
Proof. — Let G(h, E) be the Grassman variety of A-planes through the origin in E.
Observe that the filtration:

F°c...cFm, m=[n_l],
2

determines F°C...cF" by using the first bilinear relation (8.1). From this we have
an obvious projective embedding:

(8.3) D — G(hy, E)x...xG(h,, E)
which exhibits D as a complete and projective algebraic variety.
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We shall prove that D is smooth by exhibiting the tangent space TF(f)) to D at
a given point F=(F’ ..., F"). First we recall the natural identification

Tg(G(h, E))xHom(S, E/S) (SeG(#, E)).
The tangent space to FeG(k,, E)x...xG(#,, E) is

(8.4) qéoHom(Fq, EfFY),  m= ["“],

from which we see that TF(D) is given by all f= @fq (f,eHom(F?, E/F?)) in (8.4)
which satisfy the conditions that the diagrams

P, B
(8.5) J l
Feti — E/F©*t  (¢=o0,1,...,m—1)
g+1

are commutative, and that we have
(8.6) Q(fn(), €)+Qle, fu(¢'))=0  for ¢, e'cF™
Now let GcGL(E) be the complex orthogonal group of the bilinear form Q ;

thus G is the complex simple Lie group of all linear transformations T : E—~E which
satisfy :
Q (Te, Te')=Q (e, ¢') (e, €'€E).
Each TeG induces an automorphism T : DD by
T-(F°c...cF")=(TF)c...c(TF".
This action of G on D is transitive and the isotropy group B of a given point Foe]v) is

a parabolic subgroup of G. This gives the desired representation ]3=G/B.
Remark (8.7). — We define an important holomorphic sub-bundle I;(D) of the

complex tangent bundle I(V) as follows: F(D) consists of all f= @ fq in (8.4) which
satisfy the infinitesimal bilinear relation (cf. (2.11))

(8.8) Q(fe,¢)=0 (ecF, e'eF"7177),
We now assume given a conjugation ¢ ¢ of E such that
Q(e, ¢ )=Ql(e, ).
In other words we are given that E=E ®C where Q) is real on the real subspace Eg
of vectors eeE which satisfy e="¢. Define the Hermitian inner product (, ) in E by

(8.9) (6, ¢)=(—9)"Q(e, ¢') (e, ¢'cE).
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We define the period matrix domain DcD to consist of all isotropic filtrations F°C...cF”
which satisfy the second Riemann bilinear relation:

(,):F®F—~C is non-singular and
(8.10) (—=1)4(, ) : E*"®E!—-C is positive definite
where E?={ecF?: (¢, F*~')=o0}.
We may combine (8.1) and (8.10) by saying that D is the set of filtrations F°c...cF",
with dim F?=#,, which satisfy:
QP =o

(8.1x) (—i)"Q (F4, F9) is non-singular
(—1)(—9)"Q(E%, E9)>o.
Proposition (8.12). — D is an open complex submanifold of D which is a homogeneous

complex manifold D—G/H
of a real, simple, non-compact Lie group G divided by a compact subgroup H.

Progf. — Let Gc G be the real form of all real linear transformations T : E—E
which preserve Q. Then, under the natural action of G on lv), G leaves invariant, and
acts transitively on, D. It is clear that the isotropy group H=GnB of a point FeD
is a compact subgroup of G.

Definition. — As mentioned D is called a period matrix domain and D will be
termed the compact dual of D.

It is clear that D parametrizes the wuniversal family of Hodge structures determined
by E, Q, the conjugation e¢>e, and the numbers #,. However, this universal family of
Hodge structures over D is generally not a variation of Hodge structure in the sense of § 2
because of the infinitesimal bilinear relation (2.8).

We refer to [16] for a discussion of the group-theoretic properties of D and ]V),
especially as regards the equivariant embedding:

D—>D

|

G/H —> G/B

In the following examples we let G and H be as above, K will denote the maximal
compact subgroup of G and R=G/K the corresponding Riemannian symmetric space, and
W =h,—h,_, the Hodge numbers.

Example (8.13),. — When n=2m is even,

G=S0(a,b;R) (a=h+E+...+B" b=r+EB+... "1
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a b
is the orthogonal group of the quadratic form g (%)°— 2 ()% the compact isotropy
group is . =t
H=U#)x...xU#" ") xSO(#™),
and the maximal compact subgroup of G is
K =80(a; R)xSO(b; R).

We may identify the Riemannian symmetric space R =G/K with the set of real a-planes
ScEg such that Q(S, S)>o. The equivariant fibering

a:D — R
G/H — G/K
is given by
(8.14), a(F'c...cFP")=E'©FE’®...0E™.

Example. — When n=2m-+41 is odd,
G=Sp(2a; R) (a=k+...+")

is the group leaving the skew-form Jél(xj/\xa +;) invariant, the compact isotropy group is
H=U#")x...xU(#"),
and the maximal compact subgroup of G is
K =U(a).
We may identify R with the set of complex a-planes ScE which satisfy

Q(S,S)=o
/iQ (S, S)>o,
and the equivariant fibering & : D—R is given by

(8.14), 3(F°c...cFP"t*)=E'0E*®...0E™

Now according to (8.4), (8.5), (8.6), we may identify the tangent bundle to D as

m m—gq

(8.15) Ty(D) = & Homg(E, E#+1) (FeD, m— [”; ‘] )

The identification (8.15) is G-invariant, and the positive definite metrics (—1)?(, )
on E? induce a G-invariant Hermitian metric ds3 on D. Group theoretically, ds} is
the metric induced by the Cartan-Killing form on the Lie algebra of G [16].
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Proposition (8.16). — In the equivariant fibering
8:D — R

-

G/H — G/K

of the period matrix domain D over the Riemannian symmetric space R, the fibre Zy, through each
point FoeD is a compact complex submanifold, and we have

(8.17) I;,(D) c (TF.,<ZF.,))l

where Xy (D) C Ty (D) is given by (8.8).
Proof. — We treat first the case when n=2m is even. The point &(F,) is the same
as giving an orthogonal direct sum decomposition

Ep=Sg®S%
if Eg such that Q is positive on S and negative on Sx. We shall discuss the case when

m=2l is even — the other case is similar. The fibre & (& (F,)) is the homogeneous
space

7 _ SO(a; R) « SO(b; R)
UMY X. .. x UE =3 x SO “\U@R) x. .. x U#E )

and has the following geometric description:
Zy, consists of all pairs of filtrations

T°cT?’c...cT?2cS, dimgT?® =p4...+r*
TicTc...cT? 1S,  dim T+ =pl4 .. - 12+1

which satisfy Q (T?72, T*~2)=o0 or Q(T¥~!, T* ') =0 as the case may be. These
filtrations define a point F°c...cF™ in & (& (F,))cD by letting F'=T°, F'=T°+T,
FP=T?+T% ..., on up through F*" 1=T#"241T? Y Then we let F"=(F""1)i,
Frti=(F"~?1, etc. It is clear that Zg is a compact, complex analytic submanifold
passing through F, and that

m—1
(8.18), Ty, (Zy,) = @OHom(Eq, E?+?)
0=
under the identification (8.15). From this, Proposition (8.16) and (8.1%) are clear.
In case n=2m-+1 is odd, the point &(F,) is given by a subspace ScE,
dimgS =a= %dimc E, which satisfies

| Q(S, S)=o0

1iQ (S, §)>o.
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The fibre & (&(F,)) is the homogeneous space
U(a)
UR)x...xU#™)’

Ly, =

and may be described as all filtrations:
T°cT?c...cT™cS, with dim T2 =/ ...+ A%

These filtrations define a point F°c...cF™*! in Z;cD by letting F'=T°
FI=T°4+(T%tAS, etc,, on up to F*. Then F**'=(F")L . . F"=(F)l. Clearly

(8.18), Ty, (Zg,) = @OHom(Eq, ET*?),
¢=

and Propositions (8.16) and (8.17) follow.

Remark. — 1t may be noted that, except for the cases n=1 or n=2 and A’=1,
the fibres of & are non-trivial, so that D is not a bounded domain in CN. Also, except
for the case n=2, the inclusion (8.1%) is strict, so that there are additional conditions
on a variation of Hodge structure other than transversality to the fibres of &.

9. Statement of results on variation of Hodge structure and period mappings.

a) Let &=(E, D, Q,{F%}) be a variation of Hodge structure, with base space S,
as defined in § 2. Letting E be the complex vector space E; and taking the conjugation,
bilinear form, and Hodge numbers A?=dim¢F¢/F¢~' induced on E by &, we may
define a period matrix domain D as in § 8.

We now recall that the kolonomy group of the flat connection D induces, by parallel
displacement of a flat frame, the monodromy representation

p: (S)~>G
of the fundamental group of S (based at s,) in the automorphism group G of D as defined
in § 8. The image I" of =,;(S) in G will be called the monodromy group of &.
A continuous mapping @ : S—T\D will be said to be locally liftable if, given seS,
there exists a neighborhood U of s and a continuous mapping ®:U—>D such that
the diagram

. oD
Z
U
\
is commutative. A locally liftable mapping @ is holomorphic if the local liftings ()
are holomorphic, and a locally liftable holomorphic mapping @ is said to satisfy the

'\D

infinitesimal period relation if the local liftings ® satisfy
(9.1) ®.(s)ely  (ueU, €T, (U)),
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where ®, is the differential of ® and IcT(D) is defined by (8.8). We may symbolically
rewrite (9.1) as:

(9.2) @, : T(S) > I(D).

Proposition (9.3). — The giving of a variation of Hodge structure & with monodromy
group I is equivalent to giving a locally liftable holomorphic mapping

(9-4) ®: S»>TI'\D

which satisfies the infinitesimal period relation (9.2).

Definition. — We call @ in (9. 4) the period mapping associated to &. This terminology
is explained in [11].

b) Our first result on variation of Hodge structure as interpreted by the period
mapping is

Theorem (9.5) (Extension of period mapping around branches of finite order). — Let &
be a variation of Hodge structure over S and let D be an irreducible branch of S—S such that
the associated Picard-Lefschetz transformation T is of finite order (cf. § 3). Localize the period
mapping (9.4) around a simple point se€D to obtain @ :P*—T\D (cf. § 1). Then

P AT XA
is the product of a punctured disc with a polycylinder, and there exists a finite covering
Pop Faaxa?

and a lifting ®:P->D of the period mapping ® such that O extends holomorphically to the closed
polycylinder P=Ax A1,

To state our second main result, we assume that the monodromy group I is a
discrete subgroup of G. This is the case if & arises from a geometric situation f:X-—S.
With this assumption, the quotient space I'\D is a complex space or analytic space in the
sense of [19]. In fact, the projection I'\G—I'\G/H is a proper mapping and so T
acts properly discontinuously on D. Thus I'\D is a separated topological space which
is locally the quotient of a polycylinder by a finite group.

Let ®:S—I\D be the period mapping (9.4). By Theorem (9.5) we may
extend this period mapping to a holomorphic mapping @ : S’—I'\D, where S’ is the
union of S with those points at infinity around which the Picard-Lefschetz transformations
are of finite order.

Theorem (9.6) (Analyticity of the image of the period mapping). — The image ®(S’)
is a closed analytic subvariety of T\D which contains ®(S) as the complement of an analytic subvariety.
Furthermore, the volume p.\p(®(S')) of ®(S'), computed with respect to the invariant metric on D,
is finate.
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Our third result is

Theorem (9.7). — Let & be a variation of Hodge structure whose monodromy group T'
is discrete and whose base S is complete. Then the image ®(S)cT\D is a complete projective
algebraic variety. In fact the canonical bundle K(&) (cf. (7.13)) of & is ample over @(S).

Remark. — Using Theorem (9.6), we see that (9.7) remains true if we only assume
that all the P.-L. transformations around the branches of S at infinity are of finite order.

This theorem follows from (7.15) and the results of Grauert [10]. We refer also
to [13], § 10 for a discussion of this theorem together with some related open questions.

As our final result we give a theorem about the monodromy group I' of a variation
of Hodge structure &=(E, D, Q, {F?}).

Theorem (9.8) (theorem about the monodromy group of a variation of Hodge structure). —
Assume that either the Picard-Lefschetz transformations are all of finite order or that & arises from
a geometric situation. Then

(1) the global monodromy group T' is completely reducible;
(i1) T s finite if, and only if, the variation of Hodge structure is trivial; and
(iii) of T' is solvable, then it is finite.

Proof. — The first statement follows from Theorem (7.1) in the same way as (3.7)
followed from (3.6). The third statement follows from the first by Grothendieck’s
argument given in Deligne [g]. Finally, the second statement follows from (9.5) and
the fact that a horizontal, holomorphic mapping @ : Z—D from a compact, complex
manifold Z to a period matrix domain D is constant [11].

¢) We will give some local statements which will imply (9.5) and (9.6). For
the first we let
H(D) cT(D)

be the horizontal sub-bundle defined by
(9-8) H;,(D)=(Ty,(Zg))"  (cf. (8.18)).

The word  horizontal * follows from the fact that H(D) is the complement to the bundle
along the fibres in & :D—>R. A locally liftable holomorphic mapping @ : S—I\D
is horizontal if we have

(9-9) @, : T(S)—~H(D)

in the same sense as (9.2).

Theorem (g.5) follows from Proposition (9.3) and

Proposition (9.10). — Let P*=A*XA*~* be the product of a punctured disc with a
polycylinder, and let ® : P*—>D be a horizontal, holomorphic mapping. Then ® extends to a
holomorphic mapping ® : A’—D.

We now claim that Theorem (9.6) follows from the proper mapping theorem [19]
together with the following
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Proposition (9.xx). — Let A(p) be the disc o< |z|<p, A'(p) the corresponding punctured
disc, and Pk, l;0)=(A%p))*X(A(p))" the product. We shall refer to P(k,l;0) as a
punctured polycylinder. Let @ : P(k, I; o) — I'\D be a locally liftable holomorphic mapping.

(1) Let vy, - -, vy be the canonical generators of w(P(k, l; p)) and T;=®,(y;) el the
corresponding Picard-Lefschetz transformations. Assume that Ty, ..., T; are of infinite order
and Tj,,, ..., T, are of finite order. Let {z,}={(z, ..., 25""}eP(k,I;p) be a sequence
of points with  inf ; |2%|—0 as n—>oo. Then the sequence {®(z,)}eT\D does not converge.

(ii) The volume wr\p(®(P(k,1; 0/2))) is finite.

Proof of (9.6) from (9.11). — We claim that @ :S’—I\D is a proper mapping.
If not, there is a divergent sequence {s,}€S’ such that @(s,) converges in I'\D. We
may assume that {s,} converges to some point 5eS—S’. By localizing around 5 and
using (i) in Proposition (9.11), we arrive at a contradiction.

The proof that the volume ppp(®(S’)) is finite follows from (ii) in (9.11) by
localizing around S—S’ and an obvious compactness argument.

10. The generalized Schwarz lemma.

Let PcC® be the polycylinder {(z, ...,%;) :0<|%|<1} of unit radius, and
denote by dsp the standard Poincaré metric given by:

d
dz, dz;

dsd= 2

O P
— B
— dz.AdZ.

Denote by wp the associated 2-form 4 I[; 2 Z; 2} so that (wp)’ is the non-

Euclidean volume of P. 2 |i=t(1=|&)

Let D be a period matrix domain with (suitably normalized) invariant metric ds}
and associated 2-form wp,. We want to prove

Theorem (x0.x) (generalized Schwarz lemma). — Let ® : P—D be a horizontal,
holomorphic mapping. Then we have
@*(dsp) <ds;
(ro-2) |9"(0)'< (0r)'

Progf. — We first show

Lemma (10.3). — If the volume estimate @*(wp)®<(wp)® holds for d=1, then we
have the distance estimate ®*(dsj)<dsp.

Proof. — Let ¢ :A—P be the embedding of the unit z-disc into P given by

P(2)=(ay2, ..., %32), with iéll“£|2zl'
Then {*(ds)= (% L’P—) dzdz, so that at the origin z=o0 we find
P PO
(10.4) §*(dsp)o = dzdZ =(ds3),-
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If = is a tangent vector to P at (0, ...,0), then we can find «; as above such that

41,()\2):1: for a suitable Aso0. Then the length Hka—az’

5 =||z|lp by the isometry

< A

property (10.4). Using the volume decreasing assumption applied to the holomorphic

curve ®od: A—>D, we have || @7y — | D, 412 g“xi —[1%lles or [|®.7]lp<|I%lp
0z|lp=| 0zZ||a =

which is what we want to prove.

We will base our proof of the volume estimate on a formula of Chern [7]. To
explain his formula we let M and N be d-dimensional complex Hermitian manifolds
and f:M-—>N a holomorphic mapping. Using unitary frames as in [7], we write

{ a
dSM = ';1 0)1/;),‘:
(x0.5) 4

j=1

d

Then f* (Bj)=.§1a}'m,- and we have
(x0.6) S*(0y)* = | det(a)) [ (wy)*

where oy and Oy are the respective 2-forms associated to the metrics (10.5). The
non-negative function = |det(a})[* is the ratio of the volume elements, and we are
looking for a formula for the Laplacian Alog u near a point myeM where u(m,)>o.
(Recall that the Laplacian Af of a function f is defined by 29f=(Af)- wy.)

The desired formula involves the Ricei form Ricy of N and scalar curvature Ry of M.
To explain these terms, we recall that the metrics (10.5) induce intrinsic Hermitian
geometries (cf. Lemma (4.1)) on N and M and we let

I — —
Q= 2 kzl Ryuonoy  (Ryu=Ryy)

(10.7) ) ) )
0= 2 kzl Sia O O (Sipa = Sjie)

be the curvature forms of the metrics in M and N respectively (cf. (4.8) and [7]). The
Ricci form is defined by:

d
(x0.8) RiCN=.ggii=%(.§lkukz®k/\az),

and the scalar curvature is given by:

(10.9) RM=§(E m,.ﬁ) — Trace(Ricy)

Theorem (10.10) (Chern [7]). — In a neighborhood of a point mye M where u(m,)>o,
we have

%A log u =Ry —Trace( f*Ricy).

159



160 PHILLIP A. GRIFFITHS

Return now to our period mapping ®:P—-D. Given z,eP, either ®*(wp)%(z)=0
and (10.2) is trivially true, or else ®*(wp)(2,)+0 in which case the differential @,
of @ is injective at 2, and the image W=®(U) of a small neighborhood U of z, is a
d-dimensional complex manifold with Hermitian metric dsg induced from dsj. Denote
by oy the associated 2-form.

Lemma (x0.11). — Let Ricy and oy be the restrictions of the Ricci form Ricy and
2-form oy to the horizontal sub-bundle H (D) cT(D). Suppose that we have

Ricg<—c(wg) (¢>0).
Then, keeping the situation and notation from just above this lemma, we have the estimate :
Ricy <—c(wy).

Proof. — By the definition (10.8), Ricp=Trace(®,) where @p is the metric
connexion of the given Hermitian metric in the tangent bundle of D. We have then
an inclusion of bundles:

T(W)cH((D)cT((D) (over W),

and we need to compare Trace(®;) and Trace(®y). The comparison of the curva-
tures Oy, Og, Op is given by Lemma (4.13), from which it follows that:

Trace(Oy) < Trace(®g)<Trace(®p) (in T(W)).

Since wy=wy restricted to T(W), our lemma is proved.
We now use the computation given in [16], § 7 to prove:
Lemma (x0.12). — In the notation of Lemma (10.11), we have Ricg<—wy. This
gives that:
Ricy < —oy

Sor the image manifold W=®(U) as described just above Lemma (10.11).

We are now ready to prove the generalized Schwarz lemma (10.1). Let P(p)

be the polycylinder of radius p given as usual by {z=(z, ..., 2;) :0<|%|<p} and
d 2

ds%(p):;}(i;l—(%d—zl’—jlz%z) the Poincaré metric on P(p). We have made a slight change

of scale from our original definition. With this change of scale, the scalar curvature R;

of the metric ds3(p) is the constant —d. When p=1 we write ds} for dsj(1) and let w;

be the associated 2-form.

Define the non-negative function u(z) on P by ®*(wp)?=u-(wp)®. We want to
show that #<1. The idea, which is originally due to Ahlfors, is to use the maximum
principle.

We first show that it suffices to consider the case when # attains its maximum at
some point in the interior of P. Let z,¢P. Then z,eP(p) for some p<1 and we
may define %,(z) in P(p) by @*(wp)’=u,-(wp(p))®. Then £1£I} u,(20) =u(z,) because
of ‘131_13 ds3(p) (20) =dsi(2,). Thus it suffices to prove that u,(z)<1 for p<1. Now,
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for p<1, ®*(ds3) is bounded on the closed polycylinder P(p), while clearly (wp(p))?

goes to infinity at the boundary P—P. Thus u,(z) goes to zero as z goes to the boundary,
and so u, has its maximum at an interior point.

We now assume that « has a maximum at zyeP. Then by Chern’s formula (10.10)
(r0.13) og—;—A log u=—d—Trace( f*Ricy).

Now using orthonormal co-frames (10.5) in the situation when M=P and N=W=@(U)
with U a neighborhood of z, in P, we have from Lemma (10.12) that

—Rij=—-(zsuet/\éj)_>_ze‘/\6'
% J - 1
and so
(xo0.14) —f*(Ricy) gi,%caff a¥ ;A oy

Letting A be the matrix (4}), from (10.14) we find that
(r0.15) —Trace(f*Ricy)>Trace(A.A).

Now use the Hadamard inequality Trace(A.'A)>d|det A[¥®=du'® together with
(10.15) and (10.13) to find 1>#%"%, which is what we wanted to prove.

Remark (10.16). — As in Proposition (9.11) we let P(k,[; p) be the product
(A3 X (A,)! where A} is the punctured disc 0<|z|<p and A, is the usual disc 0<|z|<p.
We set P*=P(k,!;1) and P=P(k+/,0;1). Then P—P* is, in the usual way, the
universal covering and so the Poincaré metric dsi induces a metric dsix on P*. Letting
z;=r;exp 0; be polar coordinates, we have explicitly that

k dr§+r,.2de§) ("*‘ dzkdzk)

y (& diE 4 r2de; _d4dz
(xo.x7) P”"(Elr?(log'n)2 =it 1 (1—| g [")"

and for the volume element

ko drdd;, 2 dr.do,
(10.18) (eope)iti=1II T4 7495

~i=in(log ri=kk (1— )

From (10.18) we have

Lemma (10.19). — For o<1, the volume pp(P(k,1;0))<oco of the sub-polycylinder
P(k,l; p)cP* is finite.

The use of the following lemma was first demonstrated by Mrs. Kwack [25]:

Lemma (10.20). — For 0<p<1, let o, be the circle |z|=p in the punctured disc A*
given by 0<|z|<1. Then the length ls(o,) of o,, computed using the Poincaré metric dsy.

on A*, is given by lyi(a,)= 2" In particular, I(c,)—>0 as p—>o.
log L
P dr* +r*de?
Proof. — This follows immediately from (10.17), which gives that dsi.=———
. D r*(log 7)
in the situation at hand.
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As a Corollary of Theorem (10.1) and Lemmas (10.19) and (10.20), we have:

Corollary (x0.21). — Let @ : P*>T\D be a horizontal, holomorphic mapping. Then
the volume pp\ (@ (P(k, 1; 0))) of the image of the concentric punctured polycylinder P(k,1; o) CP*
is finite. In particular, (ii) of Proposition (9.11) is valid.

Corollary (10.22). — Let P*=A*XA"' and let ® : P*—>D be a horizontal holomorphic
mapping.  Suppose that v, is a curve in P* given parametrically by 0> (pe®, 2,(€?), . . ., z,(¢°))
where the zj(e"e) are smooth curves in the unit disc 0<|z;|<1. Then the length l;(®(v,)) of
the image curve tends to zero as p—>o.

11, Proof of Propositions (9.10) and (g9.11.)

a) We first prove (i) in Proposition (g9.11). For simplicity we will consider the
case k=1, [=o0. The general situation will be done by the exact same argument.

Thus we have a locally liftable, horizontal, holomorphic mapping @ : A*—T'\D
such that the Picard-Lefschetz transformation TeI' is of infinite order. We assume
given a sequence {z,}eA* with |z,|—o0 and such that {®(z,)} converges in I'\D. We
want to show that this leads to a contradiction.

Let o, be the circle |z|=]|z,| and set w,=®(z,)eI'\D. We may assume that w,
tends to a point weI\D.

Choose a point weD lying over w in the projection w: D—I\D. The stabilizer
I';={gel': g¢-w=w} of w is a finite group, and we may choose neighborhoods U of w
in I'\D and U of @ in D such that I';-U=TU and =*(U) is the disjoint union gep/r‘— g-U.
We may assume also that the distance dp(U, gﬁ)is from U to its translates is bo;:nded
below for geI'—I';. Finally, since Tel' is of infinite order, we may assume that the
intersection TUNU is empty.

Choose 7 so large that the non-Euclidean length [,«(c,) is less than e. This is
possible by Lemma (10.20). By Corollary (10.22) the length /(®(s,)) of the image
curve may also be assumed to be less than e. Finally we may assume that the image ),
of z, under @ lies in U.

Choose w,eU which projects onto w,. Now take a local lifting ® of @
in a neighborhood of z, such that 5(z,,)=£,,. Analytic continuation of ® around
the circle o, passing thru z, leads to the new local lifting T-® around z,. This is
a contradiction since the length of the image curve ®(s,) is less than e, which implies
that dD(QN)(zn), Td(z,))<e, while we have dp(U, T-U)>e.

Because of this contradiction we have proved (i) in Proposition (9.11), and the
other part of this proposition has been given in Corollary (10.21).

b) We want to prove Proposition (9.10). For simplicity we assume that d=1;
the general case is done by essentially the same argument.
Thus we assume given a horizontal, holomorphic mapping ® : A*—->D. We want
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to show that @ extends to a continuous mapping of A into D. Our proof is based on
the following result of Mrs. Kwack [25]:

Proposition (xx.x) (Mrs. Kwack). — Let M be a compact complex manifold with
Hermitian metric dsy. Let f: A*—>M be a holomorphic mapping with the property that if {c,} CA*
is any sequence of circles |z|=p, whose radii o, tend to zero, then the lengths ly( f(s,)) of the
image circles tend to zero. Then f extends to a continuous mapping f: A—M.

Remark. — The interesting thing about this result is that it is not at all a topological
statement. The fact that M is a complex manifold seems to be quite essential. For
completeness we shall give a proof of (11.1) below.

We now use (11.1) to prove our extension theorem for @ :A*—D. Recalling
that D=G/H is a homogeneous complex manifold of a real simple Lie group G by a
compact subgroup H, we select a discrete subgroup A of G such that the quotient A\G
is compact and such that A acts without fixed points on G/H. The existence of such
a uniform subgroup A follows from a general result of Borel and Harish-Chandra [4].
Or in our case we could use the theorem in [28] to write down such a A.

The quotient M=A\D is now a compact, complex manifold M with an Hermitian
metric dsh induced from the G-invariant dsj on D. From Corollary (10.22) it follows
that the conditions of (11.1) are satisfied by the mapping f: A*—>A\D obtained by
composing ® with the projection D—>A\D. Thus f extends to give a continuous
mapping f:A—>A\D. From this it follows that ® extends to give our desired continuous
mapping @ : A—D.

Remark. — The use of the uniform subgroup A in the above proof is not as absurd
as it might at first appear. To explain what I mean, we recall the embedding DcD
of D as an open domain in its compact dual. It is not too hard to show that our
mapping ® :A*—D extends to a continuous mapping ®:A->D. The trouble is
that the image ®(0) of the origin might lie in the boundary dD=D—D of D in D.
So our extension theorem is really a question of the pseudo-convexity of D. Now for a
bounded domain B in C" it is a theorem of Siegel [29] that the existence of a properly
discontinuous group ¥ of automorphisms of B such that ¥\B is compact already implies
that B is a domain of holomorphy. Thus, if BcC" is a bounded domain such that
we have a holomorphic mapping @ : A*—+B, and if there exists a uniform subgroup
¥ cAut(B), then @ extends to @ :A—>B because of the usual Riemann extension
theorem plus Siegel’s theorem. Our proof of Proposition (9.10) is essentially a similar
argument.

¢) We now give a proof, which is essentially that of [25], of Proposition (rr1.1).
We use the notation o(z,) for the circle |z|=|z,| passing thru z,eA".

Let {z,}CA* be a sequence of points with |z,|—>o0. If we set w,=f(z,), then
by the compactness of M we may assume that w,—>weM. Let x,, ..., x, be local
holomorphic coordinates centered at weM and denote by Uf(p) the polycylinder |x|<p
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around w. We have to show that, given e>o0, there exists § such that f(2)eU(e)
if 0<|z|<83.

Let €>o0 be given. Since the lengths [ (f(s(z,))) of the images of the circles o(z,)
tend to zero, and since w,€f(s,) tends to w, we may assume that f(o(z,))cU(e/2)
for all n.

If we cannot find the required 3, then, by renumbering if necessary, we may find
a sequence {y,}eA* with |z,,,|<|,/<|z,| such that f{,) does not lie in U(e). Let A,
be a maximal annulus «,<|z|<@, around o(z,) such that f(A,)cU(s/2). Then the A,
are all disjoint, and we may choose g,e6(a,) and b&,e0(B,) with f(a,) and f(5,) lying
in the boundary 0U(e/2) of the polycylinder U(e/2). Passing to subsequences, we
may assume that f(a,) - acdU(c/2) and f(b,) - b€dU(e/2). Then f(o(a,)) - a and
fla(b,)) > b by the argument using lengths of circles.

Write f(z)=(x,(2), ..., %,(2)) and let a=wx(a), B=x(4). We may assume
that a+o0, B=#o0. Using the x,-coordinates, we have a picture

EARLIE

x1(0(an))

xy(0(by))

a(by)

o(z,)

@
x(2)

%1(5(2n))

For n sufficiently large, we find from the argument principle that:

f Rde f %(2)dz
l21 € olan) ¥1(2) —%1(25) |2l oftm #1(2) —%1(20)

This is a contradiction, since the difference of these two integrals is the integral:

x,(2)dz
LAnmz)—xl(z,,)*"'
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APPENDIX A

A result on algebraic cycles and intermediate Jacobians

a) Let V be a smooth, complete, and projective algebraic variety, and consider
the odd degree cohomology

H2m+ I(V, C)

For simplicity we will discuss the case when H*"*!(V, Q) is all primitive — the general
situation is essentially a ¢ direct sum > of such cases. We set

Him+ l(V, C) — H2m+ 1, O(V) + L. + Hm+ 1, m(V)
and define the (m'™) intermediate Jacobian J(V) by
(4.1) J(V)y=Him+1(V, C\H™+1(V, C) /H"+1(V, Z).

As references on the theory of intermediate Jacobians we mention [14], [27] and [23].

Denote by ®(V) the group of algebraic cycles (modulo rational equivalence) on V
which are of pure codimension m-+41 and which are homologous to zero. We will
define an Abel-Jacobi homomorphism

(4.2) $: 0(V) > J(V),

which generalizes the usual mapping for divisors on curves (m=o0 and dimiV=1).
Before defining ¢ we need a result of Dolbeault about Hodge filtrations (cf. the appendix
to [14] and the references given there). Let A™? be the C® forms of type

(n,o)+...+(r—gq,q) on V and Z™? the d-closed forms in A™?, Observe that
d(A™?)c Am+1P+1 and set

(4.3) Fnt=7™1dA"~ 111,
Proposition (A.4). — The natural mapping
F~1— H"(V, C)
is injective with image H™°(V)+...+H"~*(V).
Suppose now that dim;V=d (then méd;;) and let w,, ..., w, be a basis for
(4.5) Fr-tnohdmma R U(V) 4L HETm AT L(Y),

Observe that F?¢—2m—L4=m j5 the dual space to the tangent space

Hm’m+1(V)-{— . —I-H0’2m+1(V)
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of J(V), and so we may think of F?—2m~1d=m 55 the space of holomorphic differentials
on J(V). Letting Ze®(V), we define the Abel-Jacobi map (A.2) by

(4.6) $(Z) = fcma (modulo periods)

where G is a chain on V with 0C=Z.

We recall from [14], [27], [23] that ¢ is holomorphic (in a suitable sense), and ¢
has nice functorial properties. In particular, suppose that X is a smooth, complete
and projective algebraic variety which contains V as a smoothly embedded subvariety.
The restriction map H*™+1(X, C) - H**!(V, C) of cohomology induces a homo-
morphism of intermediate Jacobians

r: J(X) = J(V)
with the following interpretation:
Proposition (A.7). — Intersecting cycles on X with V induces a homomorphism
v O(X)—>0O(V) such that the diagram:

0(X) — J(X)

. . (V) —> J(V)
s commutatbive.

Remark. — Let f:X—>S be an algebraic family of algebraic varieties and
assume that S is complete. Suppose that V is a fixed fibre of f:X—>S, and let
&=(E,D, Q, {F’}) be the variation of Hodge structure whose fibre corresponding to V

is H*»*1(V, C). Then the image in the mapping
JX)=>J (V)
is precisely the fixed part J(&) as defined in § 7, ¢). Proposition (A.?%) gives an algebro-

geometric interpretation of this fixed part.

b) Let f:X—>S be an algebraic family of algebraic varieties with fibres
V,=f"1(s) (seS). We shall think of V, as just discussed in a) above, as being a typical
fibre. For simplicity we shall continue to assume that all of H*»+!(V, Q) is primitive.

Let 6=(E,D,Q, {F}) be the variation of Hodge structure associated to
f:X—=S and H*™*!(V, C), and let AcEg be the flat lattice given by the images of

H™+Y4(V,,Z) - H™t(V,, R).
Referring to § 7, ¢), the corresponding family of intermediate Jacobians
= J=8, J,=J(V))
will be said to arise from a geometric situation.
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Let now ®(X/S) be the sheaf which associates to each open set UcS the group
of analytic cycles Z (modulo rational equivalence) of codimension m-1 in f~1(U)
such that the cohomology class of Z is zero in H*™*!(f~1(U), Z) (cf. [23]).

Theorem (A.8) (Integrability theorem for Abel-Jacobi maps). — The Abel-]Jacobi
maps (A.6) induce a sheaf mapping

Y 0(X/S)—> 7
which satisfies the integrability condition D;'¥ =o.

Proof. — Our proof of the existence of ¥ is based on [23]. We may assume that
dimgS=1 and we let f:Y—>A be the situation f:X—>S localized over a small disc A
on S which has holomorphic coordinate s. We let ZcY be an algebraic cycle of
codimension m+1 and in general position with respect to the fibres V,. Then the
intersections Z,=7Z-V, are algebraic cycles of codimension m-+1 on V, which are
homologous to zero there. In fact, we have:

Z=3C (modulo 9Y)

for a suitable chain C on Y, and we may put things in general position so that
Z,=0C; where C,=C-V, (seA);
(cf. [23] for a complete discussion of the foundational points involved here).
Let ¢(Z,)eJ(V,) be the point defined by the Abel-Jacobi map (A.2). We want to

prove that §(Z,) depends holomorphically on s. For this we choose C* differential forms
®;, ..., oyon Y such that

(i) each w,is of type (d,d—2m—1)+...+(d—m,d—m—1);

(ii) dwyrds=o; and

(iii) the restrictions «,|V,=w,(s) give a basis of F?d—2m—Ld=m=1(y (cf, Propo-
sition (A.4)).

The existence of such forms is proved in [23], where it is also proved that the
integrals J‘C:ma(s) may be assumed to depend continuously on s.

Let © be any linear combination of ®;, ..., »,. We want to show that the
integral fc,w depends holomorphically on s. Let y be a simple, positively oriented,

closed curve in the disc A. It will suffice to show that

L(fc;m) ds=o.

Let C,=Cnjf '(y) and Z, be the intersection of Z with the part of Y lying over the
region inside y. Then by Stokes’ theorem:

L(fcjw)a’J=J.CYo)Ads=—fzycoAd5
since donds=o. But fz wAds=o0 since wAads is of type
Y
(d+1,d—2m—1)+4...+(d—m+1, d—m—1)

167
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whereas Z, is an analytic set of complex dimension d—m. This proves the existence
of the sheaf homomorphism ¥ :®(X/S)—>_ obtained by fitting together the Abel-
Jacobi maps along the fibres of f: X —S.

We want now to prove the integrability condition D;¥=o0. For this we first
localize to have f:Y—>A as before, and then choose C® differential forms oy, ..., wy
on Y such that

(i) doads=o(j=1,...,2l);

(ii) the restrictions ;| V, give a basis of H*~*"~*(V, C);

(iii) @y, ..., o, are of type (d,d—em—1)+...+(d—m,d—m—1) and restrict
to a basis of F¥—2m—Ld=m=1(y ). and

(iv) o, ..., o, are of type (d,d—2m—1)+...+(d—m—+1,d—m—2) and give
a basis of F#—2m—Ld-m=2(y )

We may think of e, ..., &, as a holomorphic frame for the flat bundle E with
fibres E,=H2~?~1(V, C) and which is adapted to the filtration

~

Fd—m_2CFd—m_1CE.
We let

2
(4.9) Do, =i§19}'w‘-

be the connection in E. Then 8= o{(s)ds where the functions cj(s) on A have the
following interpretation: Write

do;,=w;Nds

where the v; are C* forms on Y. This is possible by the first property of the w;s.
Then dy;ads=o0 so that |V, is closed and gives a cohomology class in H*~*"*~(V,, C),
and we have

2
(4.10) =X ole; in H*"""YV,, Q).

We can even assume that
(4.1x) = 2 olew, in FHE-w-Li=m=i(yh o (1<)

Lemma (A.x2). — Let T.eHyy_y,_1(V,, Z) be a cycle varying smoothly with seA.
Then

Proof. — We have:

168



PERIODS OF INTEGRALS ON ALGEBRAIC MANIFOLDS, III 169

where we may restrict ¢ to be real and positive. Let I'(s,s+¢) be the union of the
cycles I'. for s<t<s4+¢ By Stokes’ theorem,

0 .1
allo)=tmi ([, . )

. I
=hm—(f n»/\df)
t>0¢ I'(s, s+ 1) !

= mnf
~Z ([ o)a by (A10).

This completes the proof of Lemma (A.12).
Lemma (A.x13). — Using the notation established above, we have

!
A o) =B (Joou)¥ Jor1<isk

Progf. — As in the proof of Lemma (A.12) we let G(s, s+¢) the union of the C
for s<t<s+t Then

T

oC(s, s +t)=C,, ,—C,—Z(s, s+1)

where Z(s, s+t) is union of the cycles Z_for s<t<s+¢t Now fz( ‘0 ;=0 since ;
- 8, 8§

is of type (d,d—2m—1)+...+(d—m+1,d—m—2). Using Stokes’ theorem we then

have
2 —liml(f Ads
os c;wj RN C(s,s—{—t)nj

=Z (oo by a1,

This completes the proof of Lemma (A.13).
We now choose a frame ¢,, ..., ¢, for the dual bundle E such that
<¢°j,ezt+1—i>:8; (Ié_i,jéi-’l)-
Observe that the fibre
Es — H2m+ 1(Vs) C)
and that we have

1
V(05 o ey )T =(e1, ..., €)
’ (&g, - ooy "‘)k)l:(elﬂ e Cy )
so that ¢, ..., ¢ is a basis for F**"*4™(V ) and ¢, ..., e _, is a basis for F?"+1m+1(V ),

Writing
2l
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we have the relation

(4.14) 6 =—ofi1i;.

We may now prove that D;%¥=o0. The vector

l
{ =j§1 (fC;mj)62’+1_j

is a section of E which projects onto ¥ in the mapping E—J. We want to compute DQ
and then show that

(4.15) DQ=o moduloe,, ...,ey_,.

Using the notation “ = ” for ¢ congruent modulo ¢,,
k :
DQ= jgld(fc;mj)em‘*'l —i +j§1 (J.C,wj)Dem"' 1-j

1o _ 1k '
EJZ]“EI (chw;)ﬂ}egﬂ*f*’ja s§1 (J.C’wj)cpgi}:;emﬂ_,i (by Lemma (A.13))
=0 (by (A.14)).

This completes our proof.

.y by, we have

170



APPENDIX B

Two Examples

a) A family of curves. — We shall construct and then discuss an example due to
Atiyah [1] of an algebraic family of curves f:X-—+>S where the parameter space S is
itself a complete curve.

To construct the example, we take a smooth, complete curve C having a fixed-
point-free involution j: G—C. Such curves exist whenever the genus p(C)>3. Now
we take S to be the finite unramified abelian covering of C given by the composite
homomorphism =,(C) - H,(C,Z) -~ H,(C,Z,). Let n:S—C be the covering map,
Y=SXGC the product variety, and D =TI, 4T}, the (non-singular) curve on Y which
is the sum of the graph of = and the graph of jom. Atiyah shows that there is a
non-singular algebraic surface X which is a 2-sheeted covering of Y with branch curve D.
The projection f: XS then gives X as an algebraic family of algebraic curves {V,},cg
where V, is a 2-sheeted covering of C with branch points at =(s) and jow(s).

Now for us the main important thing is the existence of a non-trivial family of
non-singular curves with a complete parameter space. Let f:X-—>S be one such
family where the corresponding variation of Hodge structure is non-trivial (i.e., the
fibres V, are not all birationally equivalent). The sheaf R} (0x) is the sheaf @(i?:°)
and from (7.11) we have

(B.1) &, (E% [S]>o.

We want to compute the signature sign(X), and to do this we use the Hirzebruch
index formula for X and the Grothendieck-Riemann-Roch formula for f: X —S and 0y
as in Atiyah [1] to obtain

sign(X) =%2 [X]

(B.2) 2
ch(1— Ry(0)=f(1+d+ %),

where deH?(X,Z) is the first Chern class of the tangent bundle along the fibres of
Sf:X—->S. From (B.1) and (B.2) we have

(B.3) sign (X) = ¢, (E°) [S]>o,
so that the signature is not multiplicative in the fibration f:X-—S.
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The exact same proof will give the

General principle (B.4). — Let f: X—S be an algebraic family of algebraic varieties
with complete parameter space S. Then the Hirzebruch y,-genus [21] is generally
not multiplicative for the fibration f:X—S.

Another point we are trying to illustrate is that there are interesting examples
of algebraic families of algebraic varieties with a complete parameter space, although
the most interesting case is certainly when the fibres are allowed to have arbitrary
singularities.

b) Lefschetz pencils of algebraic surfaces. — In order to illustrate the existence of
algebraic families of algebraic varieties f: X—S whose parameter space need not be
complete but where the Picard-Lefschetz transformations are of finite order, we consider
a smooth, complete, and projective threefold WcPy. A generic pencil |Py_;(A)|,cp,
of linear hyperplanes in Py traces out on W a pencil |V, |, cp, of surfaces with critical
points Ay, ..., Ag. Letting S=P,—{};, ...,N}, the V, (AeS) are non-singular
surfaces while the V, are surfaces having one isolated ordinary double point. In the
obvious way we may construct an algebraic family of algebraic varieties f:X-—>S
with f~!'(A)=V, for reS. This family has the property that there is a smooth
compactification

X cX
¥ 7
S cS

such that f has one of the local forms

J (%, %y, x5) =2y
I (%15 %35 %) = (3,)* 4 (%)” + (%)°
where #,, x,, %, are suitably chosen local holomorphic coordinates on X.
We want to use the theorems in Lefschetz [26] to amplify two of our results above.
Before doing this, we fix a base point AeS and paths /, from A, to each critical
point A, (a=1,...,N). We let y,en;(S) be the closed curve obtained by going

out [ , turning around A,, and then returning to A, along /,. Associated to each path [,
there is a vanishing cycle 3,eH?(V, ,Z) such that

(B.5) Too=0+(3,, ¢)3,

where T, is the automorphism of H*(V, , Z) corresponding to vy,em,(S) ([26], p. 93).
We have, furthermore, that (loc. cit., p. 93):

(BG) (Su’ Sa)=_2)

so that (T,?=1 and the Picard-Lefschetz transformations in our family of surfaces
f:X—S are all of finite order.
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Proposition (B.7). — There is a w,(S)-invariant orthogonal direct sum decomposition
(B.8) H*(V,,, Q)=I1I®E

where 1=H*(V, , Q)™®) are the invariant ¢ycles and where ,(S) acts irreducibly on E = (I)*.
Progf. — Let E’'cE be a non-trivial =,(S)-invariant subspace and ¢+o0 a vector
in E’. From (B.5) we have that

(3,, 9)5,€E’  (a=1, ...,N)

while some (3, , ¢)+0 since ¢ is orthogonal to the invariant cycles. Thus §, eE’
and it follows that all §,€E’ since =,(S) acts transitively on the set {3,, ..., 8} of
vanishing cycles (loc. cit., p. 107). Thus E=E’ since E is the span of 3, ..., 3y
(loc. cit., p. 93).

Our second observation is

Proposition (B.9). — Let f:X—>S be the family of surfaces constructed above and let
I'cAut(H*(V,,, C)) be the monodromy group. Then T' is a finite group if, and only if, the
subspace H>°(V, ) of HX(V, , C) is elementwise invariant.

Proof. — If H*°(V,) is elementwise invariant, then we have EcH“!(V,),
in (B.8). Since the intersection form is negative definite on E, we see that I is a finite
group. Conversely, if I' is a finite group, then the subspace H*>°(V,) of H*(V,, C)
is locally constant. In particular H*>°(V, ) is a =,(S)-invariant subspace of H*(V, , C).
Let 9eH>°(V, ). Then from (B.5) we have that (g, 3,)8,eH>°(V,) for a=1, ..., N.
If some (g,3,)+0, then 3§, eH*>°(V,) which is impossible by (B.6). Thus all
(¢, 3,)=0 and so ¢ is an invariant cycle.
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APPENDIX C

Discussion of some open questions

a) Statement of conjectures. — Many of our results about a variation of Hodge structure
had restrictions imposed concerning the Picard-Lefschetz transformations around the
branches of S—S. We should like to suggest that these theorems should be valid under much
more general circumstances.

To state things precisely, we first need a few comments about the monodromy
group I' of the variation of Hodge structure &, especially with regard to the Picard-
Lefschetz transformations (§ ) of I Recall the monodromy theorem (cf. § g in [13] for
discussion and references), which says that in case & arises from a geometric situation
f: XS, the Picard-Lefschetz transformations T are essentially unipotent of index n (same n
as in § 2), which means that viewed as automorphisms T : E—E they satisfy the
equation

(C.x) (TN—I)"*'=0 for some N>o.

We also recall that in the geometric case the monodromy group is a discrete subgroup
of the automorphism group G of the variation of Hodge structure. Finally we recall
the theorem of Borel (§ g in [13]) which says that in case I' is an arithmetic subgroup of G,
then the monodromy theorem holds, but without the estimate on the index of unipotency
being established as yet.

Our precise conjectures are (cf. the remark added in proof at the end of
Appendix C):

(C.2) The invariant cycle theorem (7.1) is true if we assume only that the mono-
dromy theorem (G.1) is valid.

Remark. — We shall prove this conjecture for n=1 in a little while. If this
conjecture is true, then the theorem (9.8) about the monodromy group would also hold.

(C.3) The Mordell-Weil type theorem (7.19) is true if we only assume the
monodromy theorem (C.1), but where we need to say what it means for a holomorphic
section of J—S to remain holomorphic at infinity.

Remark. — We shall also prove this conjecture for n=1 below.

(C.4) Theorem (9.7%), which says that the image ®(S)cT\D under the period
mapping is canonically a projective algebraic variety in case S is complete, is true if
we only assume that I' is a discrete subgroup of G.
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Remark. — This conjecture is discussed in §§ 10, 11 of [3]. We also refer to § 6
of [13] where it is pointed out that this conjecture (C.4) is valid in case D is a bounded,
symmetric domain and I' is an arithmetic subgroup of G (Borel).

Now how is one supposed to prove the above conjectures? My own (obvious)
feeling is that it should be possible to prove (G.2) and (C.3) by sufficiently ingenious
use of hyperbolic complex analysis so as to be able to give a good asymptotic form of the
period mapping as we go to infinity. We shall give an illustration of this below. To
prove (C.4), one will need the estimates from hyperbolic complex analysis as well as
a reduction theory for discrete subgroups of G. It also seems to me that “ sufficiently
will involve a detailed study of the
geodesics of the metric ds3 on the period matrix domain D as well as a more refined
Schwarz lemma (10.1) which will give suitable estimates both ways in (10.2).

”»

ingenious use of hyperbolic complex analysis

b) Proof of the invariant cycle theorem (77.1) for n=1. — Thus let & be a variation of
Hodge structure, with base space S, and let @ be a flat section of E—S. The Hodge
filtration in this case is FCCF!=E,, and we let ¢ be the projection of ® in E/F'=E"
Using theorem (5.9), we want to prove that the length |¢|* of ¢ is uniformly bounded
on S.

We may assume that dimgS=1. We then localize over a punctured disc A* at
infinity given by A*={s:0<|s|<1}. Choose a base point s,cA* and let w,, ..., oy,
be a flat frame for E in a neighborhood of 5,. Parallel displacement of this frame around
the origin induces an automorphism

2m
k

where T =(T%) is the Picard-Lefschetz transformation around s=o. The monodromy
theorem (C.1) is (T¥—I)2=o0, and by replacing s with s~, we may as well assume
that (T—I)®*=o.

Now we may choose over A* a holomorphic frame ¢,(s), ..., ¢,(s) for the sub-
bundle F°cE. Then we define the period matrix Q(s)=(m,;(s)) by

2m
(Pa(s)zjglnaj(s)wj (O(=I, s m)

The bilinear relations (2.7) now become the usual Riemann relations
QQ'Q=o0
(C.5) ( 000 —
|iQQG =J>0

where ‘Q'=(Q(e;, w;)). The matrix Q(s) is a multi-valued holomorphic matrix
on A’ such that analytic continuation around s=o changes Q into QT.
Let vy be the flat section of the dual bundle E* defined by

(v, ¢)=Q(®,¢) (ecE).
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Let £ be the column vector given by

=(%, ..., £, where E,={v, 9,(5)>.
Then, if we set H=J"! in (C.5), ‘EHE is a well-defined function on A* and gives the
length |¢[? of the projection ¢ of ® onto E/F°. Thus we want to show that
(C.6) %¥H¥ is bounded as s—o.
We will now use the results of [13], § 13 to put Q in canonical form. Accordingly

we can choose the frames o, ..., &y, and ¢, ..., ¢, such that the matrices Q, T,
and Q are given by

o I
C. = ™
(C.7) (_ L 0)
I, o o o
o I,., o A
(C.8) T= A=A, A>o;
o o I, o
o o o I, _,
(C.9) Q=(1,,2)
where Z ='Z has the form
(C.x0) 7 (Z11 212) i (log s) (o 0)
'Zm Z,, ami / \o A

where the submatrices Z,; are holomorphic in the whole disc |s|<1. Write
Zaa = XaB + iYGB‘ Then

(C.11) J=iQQ‘ﬁ=(Y11 le)_10g|s|(0 o)
‘Y12 Y22 2w \0 A

where the Y,; are continuous and Y;;>o0 throughout the disc A given by |s|<1.
From (C.9) and (C. 10) it follows that the vector £ is continuous on A.  Using (C.6)
we will be done if we prove that J=' is continuous on A. Now
j—
(det J)

where J* is the usual matrix of minors of J. From (C.11) we see that each entry in J
has the form

*

(—log | s|)™~*- (continuous function of s),
while from (C.8) and (C.11) we have

—1 m+k
det J = (i's—l) (det Y,;-det A)+(lower order terms).

27

Since det Y;-det A>o0 throughout A, we are done.
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c) Proof of the usual Mordell-Weil over function fields. — We will give a transcendental
proof of the usual Mordell-Weil theorem for abelian varieties defined over function
fields (char. o of course).

Theorem (C.x2). — Let &, A, and J—S be as in the statement of theorem (7.19)
with n=1. Then there exists an extension of J—>S to an analytic fibre space J—S of abelian
complex Lie groups such that the group Hom(S, J) of holomorphic cross-sections of J—S is
an extension of the fixed part J(&) by a finitely generated abelian group.

Remark. — The integrability condition D;v=o0 is vacuous in this case since n=r1.

Proof. — Let E_—S be the holomorphic vector bundle over S whose fibre at
each point seS is the complex Lie algebra of J,. Then E +|S is what was denoted
by E, in the proof of theorem (7.19), and just as was the case in that proof, we want
to show that any holomorphic section of E, —S comes from a constant section of E—S.

Of course this presumes that we have already defined J—S, which we now shall do.
Let #(A) be the sheaf over S of sections of the lattice AcCE. We extend #(A) to a
sheaf over S by saying that the sections of €(A) over an open set UcS are just the

usual sections of €(A) over UnS. To define E,, we will say what the sheaf Og(E,)
of holomorphic sections of the dual bundle is. Thus a section of O5(E,) over an open

set UcS is given by a holomorphic section ¢ of E, over UnS such that, for any
section y of #(A) over U, the contraction < ¢(s), y> is a holomorphic function on all
of U. There is an obvious injection %(A)—E, and J is defined to be the
quotient E, /Z(A).

We must prove that 0g(E.), as defined just above, is a locally free sheaf on all
of S, that the image %(A)—E, is discrete, and finally that the holomorphic sections
of E, »S come from constant sections of E—S. This is all done using the
formulae (C.7)-(C.11) above together with the observations that

~

i) the flat frame w,, ..., w,, of E—A* may be chosen to be commensurable with
1 om y
the lattice A, and .
i1) the holomorphic sections of E, —-A are just the linear combinations of
p + J
@5 - - -5 ¢ With coefficients which are analytic functions in the whole disc A.

Remark added in proof. — Recent results of W. Schmid seem to show that the mono-
dromy theorem (C.1) is true for an arbitrary variation of Hodge structure. It may
be hoped that his methods will also have a bearing on (C.2) and (C.3).
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APPENDIX D

A result on the monodromy of K3 surfaces

In P; with homogeneous coordinates £=[§), £, &,, &], we consider quartic
surfaces defined by an equation

Z .

[CYRERTEN

)Si,,ili,i. £ 88,8, =o.

The set of all such surfaces is parametrized by points s=[..., s ;:.,...] in a big Py.
We denote by S’ the Zariski open set in Py of points such that the corresponding surface V,
is non-singular. Such surfaces V, are among the K3 surfaces; i.e. they are simply-
connected algebraic surfaces with trivial canonical bundle. We let s,eS’ be a fixed
point and V=V, the corresponding K3 surface. Denote by E=P*(V,Q) the
primitive part of the 2™ cohomology of V, and let I',c Aut(E) be the arithmetic group
induced from the automorphisms of H?(V, Z) which preserve the bilinear cup-product
form and polarizing cohomology class. We denote by I'cI', the global monodromy
group; i.e. the image of =,(S’, 5,) acting on E.

Theorem (D.x). — T' is of finite index in T,.

Proof. — The period matrix domain D is, in this case, a bounded domain in C!°
and, by the local Torelli theorem [11], the period mapping

¢: S'D/T

contains an open set in its image.
We now choose a 19-dimensional smooth algebraic subvariety ScS’ such that

the restricted period mapping
¢: S—>D/T

contains also an open set in its image. By Theorem (9.6) above, ¢(S) is the complement
of an analytic subvariety in D/I".  Furthermore, because of the finite volume statement,
it follows that D/I" has finite volume with respect to the canonical invariant measure
on D. Now it follows that the index of I' in T, is given by

w(D/T) <

LT L= oy

Remarks. — From Theorem (9.8) it follows that I' is irreducible. Observe that
from (B.5) we may deduce that I' is generated by elements of order 2.
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In general, for an algebraic family of algebraic varieties as in § 1, the position
of the monodromy group I in the arithmetic group T, is extremely interesting. I know
of no example where T is not of finite index in its Lariski closure. 1In relation to this, we close
by observing that the proof of Theorem (D.1) in general gives the following:

Theorem (D.2). — Let f:X—>S be an algebraic family of algebraic varieties, and
designate by I the global monodromy group. Denote by S the universal covering of S and let

¢

S — D

4

be the period mapping. Let IV be any discrete subgroup of G = Aut(D) such that T'cT' and
such that T leaves the closure of G (S) invariant. Then T is of finite index in 1.
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